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Let’s build our parks
and recreation system!

As Whiteland continues to grow, it's
critical that the community continues on
the right path to support the quality of
life of current and future residents.
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Plan Purpose
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With the City of Greenwood to the north and the City of Franklin to the south, the family-friendly community of Whiteland offers

all the benefits of small-town living within proximity to city amenities.

The Town of Whiteland, Indiana is part of the Central Indiana region. Located

in north/central Johnson County just 19 miles south of the city of Indianapolis,
Whiteland is home to a close-knit community of individuals with a collective vision of
maintaining a small-town feel. Whiteland is regionally connected by |-65 to the east
and US 31, which bisects the town and serves as its primary thoroughfare.

The Town is primarily residential, with new single-family homes under construction to
support the warehouse and logistics hub expansion along I-65. Limited shopping,
restaurants, and medical facilities are clustered in the heart of Whiteland along US 31
adjacent to Whiteland High School to support daily use.

As it continues to grow, it's critical that the community continues on the right path to
support the quality of life of current and future residents.

PURPOSE

Parks and recreation play a vital role in enhancing community quality of life and can
help build a strong sense of place. While Whiteland residents are supported by a
variety of services and amenities in their community, the Town lacks the parks and
open spaces necessary to help attract and retain residents. Moving forward, it is
imperative that the Town of Whiteland invests in park and recreation opportunities,
such as parks, trails, and programming, to support its growing community.
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The 2026 Whiteland Parks and Recreation Master Plan is the Town'’s first parks and
recreation master plan. The purpose of the Planis to establish a blueprint for parks,
trails, and open space in the Town of Whiteland that is backed by and belongs to the
community. Since the Town is a “blank slate” for parks and recreation, it is critical
that it establishes a framework to help guide future facility and service development.
This will ensure safe, convenient connections to quality parks and open space for all
current and future residents.

The intent of the Plan’is to provide a clear sense of direction for Whiteland's parks
and recreation system through a series of priority goals and objectives and a
strategic action plan, or “to-do” list. The plan utilizes a combination of the Town's
existing conditions and commmunity engagement opportunities to inform the
creation of strategies that prioritize current and future parks and recreation needs in
Whiteland.

The recommendations set forth in this document will allow Town of Whiteland
officials, commmunity stakeholders, and residents to work together in building a park
and recreation system that protects the Town's natural assets, meets recreational
needs, and celebrates its sense of community.



Plan Goals

The Town of Whiteland recognizes the important role parks and recreation play in enhancing community quality of life for current and future
residents. To complement the 2025 Whiteland Comprehensive Plan, the Whiteland Parks and Recreation Master Plan seeks to build upon
Whiteland's small-town character and strong sense of community by working towards the following goals.

Goal #3
Parks and Recreation System Community Funding
Department Building Blocks Engagement & Budgeting

Foster the continued growth of the
Parks and Recreation Department
by strengthening its organizational
framework to ensure long-term
sustainability and operational
excellence while promoting
community values and delivering
high-quality parks, trails, and
recreation programs that create a
meaningful and lasting impact.

Whiteland Parks and Recreation Master Plan

Establish a framework for a strong
parks and recreation system with
various properties, facilities, and
amenities to get residents excited
about actively using our future
parks, trails, and open spaces and
to attract visitors from surrounding
communities

Town of Whiteland, Indiana

Bridge long-term parks and
recreation planning with the real-
life impacts on residents through

a vibrant public engagement
environment where the public feels
safe, welcome, and respected.

Identify, evaluate, and prioritize
stable, local funding mechanisms
informed by the goals and
strategies of the plan that

support future park operations

and maintenance and explore
long-term and immediate funding
opportunities for future investment

n
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Source: Town of Whiteland.

Why Plan for Parks?

Parks play a crucial role in the social, economic and physical health of communities. Epidemics and financial turbulence showed
just how important parks are for people of all ages and abilities, with communities across the nation experiencing a sharp increase
in the demand for low-cost outdoor recreation.
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The benefits of parks and open space transcend individual
impacts, with transformative improvements to community
health and wellbeing, local economies, and the environment.

BENEFITS TOHEALTH & WELLBEING

People living in Indiana face a variety of health
challenges thatimpede their ability to achieve quality
of life, including high obesity rates, poor dietary
choices and a lack of physical activity, chronic disease,
substance abuse, environmental factors such as poor
air quality and food insecurity, and poor mental health.
In 2023, a Forbes Advisor study found the State of
Indiana to be the tenth highest state with the least
healthy population due to factors such as disease risk
and prevalence, substance abuse, lifestyle habits, and
health outlook®.

In‘addition to providing places for people to connect
and gather outdoors, parks and open space help
combat these challenges by supporting healthy,
active lifestyles. According to the City Parks

Alliance in their 2019 publication A Smart Investment
for America’s Health, "Safe, close-to-home parks
increase the amount of physical activity people
engage in, which significantly reduces rates of obesity,
Type 2 diabetes, and heart disease?.” Furthermore,
"Research shows that time in parks can decrease

levels of stress and anxiety by 50 percent and reduces
attention deficits in children comparable to the
effects of medication?” Well-designed communities
with safe, convenient parks for people to participate

in walking, biking, and other physical activities make

it easier to improve individual and community-level
health outcomes.

ECONOMIC BENEFITS

As cities and towns grow across America, more
municipalities are turning to parks and open spaces
to boost their local economies. According to the
Trust for Public Land (TPL) in their 2024 publication
Parks Investment and Economic Vitality, "Cities that
invest in parks and open spaces attract a diverse
workforce and, in turn, businesses, employment
opportunities, and visionary real estate development
that contribute to improved quality of life in cities®."
In fact, "Local public park and recreation agencies in
the United States generate more than $201 billion in
economic activity and support almost 1.1 million jobs
that boosted labor income by more than $63 billion



Parks and open space help combat challenges to health and wellbeing by supporting
healthy, active lifestyles. Source: Town of Whiteland.

from their operations and capital spending in 2021°."
In addition, more people are choosing to live closer
to parks, boosting property values and adding to the
tax base of the local government. According to the
National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA)

in their 2024 Engagement with Parks Report, "6 in

7 (86%) of U.S. residents say proximity to park and
recreation facilities is important when choosing a
place to live?." Because people are placinga higher
value on parks, properties located closer to parks
and open spaces exhibit consistently higher property
values than those located further away.

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS

Parks are more than just spaces for socialization

and physical activity; they also provide a variety

of environmental benefits, including stormwater
management, improved air quality, and habitat for
wildlife. Green infrastructure in parks and open space,

Whiteland Parks and Recreation Master Plan Town of Whiteland, Indiana

such as rain gardens, porous pavement, vegetated
swales, naturalized infiltration basins, and streambank
restoration, help reduce runoff and prevent flooding
by managing stormwater onsite. In addition, trees
and other vegetation can help improve air quality by
reducing air pollution, either by removing pollutants or
reducing air temperatures.

While parks offer ways for people to reconnect with
nature, they also provide critical habitat for a vast
variety of plants, animals, and insect species and
support biodiversity. As cities and towns grow, wildlife
is being pushed out of their habitats to support human
infrastructure. Species that require preserved habitat,
such as endangered or threatened animals, rely on
parks to provide food, shelter, and breeding grounds.
Restoring and connecting natural habitats, such as
forests, prairies, and wetlands, through parks and
open space is essential to protecting and maintaining
our natural resources.

13
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System Context

CENTRAL INDIANA REGION & JOHNSON COUNTY

The Town of Whiteland, Indiana is part of the Indianapolis Metropolitan Area, a
region made up of ten counties, including Boone, Brown, Hamilton, Hancock,
Hendricks, Johnson, Marion, Morgan, Putnam, and Shelby counties. The
Indianapolis Metropolitan Area boasts more than 1.6 million residents, with cities
including Indianapolis, Fishers, Carmel, Lawrence, and Greenwood, to name a few.

The Town of Whiteland is in Johnson County, home to other cities and towns
including Bargersville, Edinburgh, Franklin, Greenwood, New Whiteland, Princes
Lakes, and Trafalgar. Interstate 65, US 31, and Indiana State Roads 135 and 37
connect Johnson County to Indianapolis to the north, and Bloomington and
Columbus to the south. According to Aspire Johnson County, the Economic
Development and Chamber Alliance, Johnson County has more than 1,200 acres of
parks and open space and more than 164 walkable trails that connect communities
and neighborhoods. These spaces are operated and maintained by Parks and
Recreation departments in Bargersville, Edinburgh, Franklin, Greenwood, New
Whiteland, and Johnson County at large®.
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DEFINITION OF THE PLANNING AREA

The Planning Area encompasses the service area of the Whiteland Parks and
Recreation Board, which is the incorporated area of the Town of Whiteland. It
includes Pleasant Township and some parts of Franklin and Clark Townships. The
Town is bordered by the Town of Whiteland and the City of Greenwood to the
north and the City of Franklin to the south. Whiteland currently has only one park,
the K9 Vader Bark Park (formerly known as the Whiteland Bark Park) and one trail,
the Whiteland Community High School trail owned and maintained by the Clark-
Pleasant Community School Corporation.

Due to the lack of parks, trails, and recreation facilities in Whiteland, residents have
turned to the nearby cities of Greenwood and Franklin to meet their recreational
needs. While adding parks and trails has been in the Town's comprehensive plans
for the past several years, the expenses associated with these facilities have been
too high to be supported by available resources. However, after years of investing
in public safety improvements, the Town is looking to improve community quality of
life by investing in its parks and open space system with support from developers
and investments from the Town.



Whiteland Parks and Recreation Master Plan

Town of Whiteland, Indiana
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The Whiteland Parks
and Recreation

Department was
established in 1988

The Whiteland Parks
Board was created in
2024

The Whiteland Parks
Board consists of 4
governing members.
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Parks Board

The Town of Whiteland Parks and Recreation
Department was established per IC 36-10-3-1in1988.
The Department is governed by the Parks Board, also
established in 1988. Though these ordinances officially
established the departmentin 1988, it was largely
inactive until 2020 when its first public park, the K9
Vader Bark Park, opened to the public. The same can
be said for its Park Board, which was created in 2024 to
establish policies, goals and objectives to help guide the
development of park facilities, amenities, and programs
in Whiteland.

The Board members were appointed in 2024. The Board
consists of four (4) governing members appointed by the
President of the Town Council, which serve staggered
four-year terms of office, providing no more than two
members of the Board shall be affiliated with the same
political party (Ord. 88-11, passed 10-10-88).

Upon the establishmentof the Board, the term of the
members initially appointed shall be one, two, three and
four years respectively. Thereafter as a term expires
each new appointment shall be for a four-year term. All
terms shall expire on the first Monday in January, but an
appointee shall continue in the office until his successor
is appointed. The current Town of Whiteland Parks Board
is:

Megan Cain - President (1/1/2025-12/31/2026)

Joshua Henry - Vice President (1/1/2026-
12/31/2029)

Dale Gick (Term: 1/1/2025-12/31/2027)

Shane Stidham (7/2/2025-12/31/2028)

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

The Town of Whiteland Parks and Recreation Board
meets on the first Wednesday of every month at 6pm at
the Whiteland Town Hall at 549 E Main St, Whiteland, IN
46184. The role of the Whiteland Parks and Recreation
Board is to help establish policies, goals and objectives
to determine what kind of facilities and programming
make sense for future parks and recreation opportunities
in Whiteland. In addition to providing amenities for
Whiteland residents, the Board seeks to use parks and
recreation to help boost the economy and drive resident
retention.

As a newly formed parks board, Board members went
through a Park Board Coaching and Training session led
by the consultant in March 2025 to help explore their
responsibilities and opportunities for parks and recreation
in Whiteland. As part of this training session, the Board
participated in a survey to help define their collective
vision and goals for the future. Based on this survey, the
Board has set the following goals:

Support long-term strategic planning initiatives
to establish a vibrant and well-connected parks,
trails, and open space system that meets the
needs of the community.

Prioritize safety, inclusivity, and accessibility in
our parks, trails, and open spaces so that people
of all ages, income, and ability feel welcome and
supported.



The Whiteland Parks and Recreation Board seeks to use parks and recreation to help
boost the economy and drive resident retention. Source: Context Design.

Lay the foundations for the Whiteland Parks
and Recreation Department to become a
fully-functioning, well-staffed entity that
operates and maintains the Town'’s parks,
trails, and open spaces on a daily basis and
provides a positive recreation experience
forall.

Strengthen community engagement and

promote transparency to ensure that our

parks, trails, and open spaces are meeting
the diverse needs of the community.

Maintain stable, local funding streams for
maintenance and operations and seek
alternative funding opportunities for the
development of parks, trails, and open
spaces to support a successful and growing
parks and recreation system.

FUNDING

Like most parks and recreation departments,
Whiteland Parks and Recreation is funded primarily
through the Town’s general fund. Revenue from

the general fund comes from property taxes assessed by
the Town. The Whiteland Town Council is responsible for
allocating the funds to Town functions, including parks and
recreation, during the annual budget process. The following
table shows the past four years of budget for parks and
recreation in Whiteland:

Whiteland Parks and Recreation Budget

YEAR BUDGET
2022 $10,000
2023 $10,000
2024 $40,000
2025 $1,000

In 2001, the Town developed a special non-reverting park
fund under the General Provisions, established pursuant
to IC 36-10-3-14. Per regulations, distributions from the
non-reverting operating park fund may be made without
appropriation; provided such distribution shall be made on
approved claims allowed and signed by the President and
the Clerk-Treasurer of the Town Council.

Whiteland Parks and Recreation Master Plan Town of Whiteland, Indiana

17

Source: Town of Whiteland.
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The tornado that swept through Whiteland in March 2023 put funding for parks and recreation on
hold. Source: Daily Journal / Devon Foster.

Following the creation of a non-reverting park fund, In the event the Parks and Recreation Fund is
the Parks and Recreation Fund was established per terminated, any remaining balance in the Parks
the following stipulations and provisions (Ord. 01-2, and Recreation Fund shall be paid to the town's
passed 1-8-01): general fund.

The revenue paidinto the Parks and Recreation
Fund shall be restricted to funds received

by the town from Ameritech pursuant to
Ameritech’s lease of tower space.

The fund has remained inactive since the expiration
of Ameritech’s lease in 2019 .

[tisimportant to note that while parks and recreation
have been high on the list of the Town's priorities

Expenditures from the Parks and Recreation for several years, the tornado that swept through
Fund shall be limited to the town’s park and Whiteland in March 2023 put funding for parks and
recreation expenses. recreation on hold. Roughly 130 properties were

damaged in the tornado, which was declared a federal

The Parks and Recreation Fund shall be non- disaster by the Federal Emergency Management

reverting at each year end and shall continue
into existence and until terminated by a
subsequent ordinance.

Agency. Today, the community is well on the road to
recovery and looking to prioritize parks and recreation
to create amenities for residents. A more detailed
overview of the impacts of the tornado can be found

Source: Context Design.

in Chapter 2: Community Profile.

18



ORDINANCE #88-3: DEPARTMENT ESTABLISHMENT

Ordinance Documentation

ORDINANCE #88-11: BOARD ESTABLISHMENT

ORDINANCE #88- 3

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A
DEPARTMENT OF PARK AND RECREATION

FOR THE TOWN OF WHITELAND INDIANA

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Town of Whiteland desires to
establish a Park ard Recreation Department as provided by Indiana Code
36-10-3-3.

THEREFORE be it ordained by the Board of Trustees, Town of Whiteland,
Indiana:

Section 1. That there should be and hereby is established and created
a Department of Parks and Recreation.

Section 2: That any ordinance or resolution, or part thereof,
conflicting with the provisions of this ordinance, are hereby repealed
insofar as they may affect this ordinance.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES, TOWN OF WHITELAND,

INDIANA, ON THE 20 DAY OF _ FEF  , 1988,

RO T BALL, President

SMIL

BILL BURCHETT

ATTEST:

WHI TREASURER

Whiteland Parks and Recreation Master Plan Town of Whiteland, Indiana

ORDINANCE No. 88- 1/

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND ADDING TO ORDINANCE #88-3, PROVIDING FOR RULES
AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION, AND
ACTIVITIES IN ANY SUCH PARK.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES THAT:

PARK AND RECREATION

PARK AND RECREATION BOARD

1. CREATION: The Park and Recreation Board of the Town of Whiteland
is hereby established pursuant to Indiana Code 36-10-3-1 et. seq. and
any and all amendments thereto.

2. MEMBERSHIP: The Park and Recreation Board shall be composed
of four (4) members to be appointed by the Executive of the Town of
Whiteland, providing that no more than two (2) members of said Board shall
be affiliated with the same political party.

3. TERM OF OFFICE: Upon establishment of the board, the term of
the members initially appointed shall be .one (1), two (2), three (3),
and four (4) years respectively. Thereafter as a term expires, each new
appointment shall be for a four (4) year term. All terms shall expire
on the first Monday in January, but an appointee shall continue in office
until his successor is appointed.

4. POWERS: The Town is hereby adopting the Park and Recreation
Law as defined in the Indiana Code titles 20 and 36 and incorporate said
laws and all amendments thereto by reference.

NON REVERTING PARK FUND

1. CREATION: A special Non-Reverting Operating Park Fund is hereby
established, pursuant to I.C. 19-7-4-25.

2. USE OF FUND: Distributions from the Non-Reverting Operating
Park fund may be made without appropriation; provided, however, that such
distribution shall be made on approved claims allowed and signed by the
President and the Clerk-Treasurer of the Board of Trustees

PARK REGULATIONS

1. INJURY TO PROPERTY: It shall be unlawful for any person to write

on, cut, mutilate, deface, damage, remove or destroy in any manner any
property, real or personal, owed and operated by the Town and located upon
or in any park or playground.
2. INJURY TO PLANTS: It shall be unlawful for any person who is
not an employee of the Town, or who is not authorized to do so by the
Town Board, to pull, pluck, break, trample, climb into, remove, injure,
mutilate, or destroy any plant, tree or vegetation owned or maintained
by the Town or located on any property owned or controlled by the Town.

3. DISCHARGING FIREARMS: It shall be unlawful for any person, unless
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'Ongoing Partnerships

In the face of limited resources, partnerships with like-minded partners and allies at
community-based organizations are key to helping parks and recreation programs
meet the current and future demands of residents for quality parks and open space.
Common partnerships that can help parks and recreation agencies “fill the gaps” in
revenue, critical needs, and programming include the following:

| Education facilities, such as area schools, colleges, and universities
m  Medical facilities, such as hospitals and wellness centers

m  Local businesses

= Non-profit organizations

In exchange for the donation of in-kind (non-cash) resources from parks and
recreation agencies (such as the use of park facilities and amenities), these
partnerships commonly yield the donation of partner supplies and volunteer

time. In some cases, partnerships may result in additional capital resources for the
department, either through the direct donation of funds, land, or equipment.

Whiteland's community events rely on financial support from local sponsors to
help minimize costs and provide the best possible experience for participants.

A few sponsors of past community events, such as the Whiteland Summer Fest
and Community Clean-Up Days, include the following:

m  Bailey and Wood Mortgage Lender
m - Mohr Logistics Park

B BestWay

®  Patch Development

m  Johnson Memorial Health

In addition to community organizations, volunteers and advocacy groups can
provide increased visibility and support for parks and recreation agencies.
\olunteers, individuals that donate their time to advocating for parks and open
space through programming, operation, and maintenance opportunities, are
essential to protecting parks and recreation facilities and amenities for both current
and future generations.

In the past, community events such as the Gleaners Mobile Food Pantry and the
Greater Whiteland Community Day have relied on volunteers to help mobilize and
operate programs that help make these events a success. These volunteers are an
invaluable asset to the Whiteland community and well help support the future of
parks and recreation.




Supporting Plans

The 2026 Whiteland Parks and Recreation Master Plan is the Town of Whiteland’s
first parks and recreation master plan. In addition to the 2025 Indiana Statewide
Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP), past planning effortsin the
Town of Whiteland and Johnson County provide documentation that supports
and influences the development of parks and recreation in Whiteland.

2025 INDIANA STATEWIDE COMPREHENSIVE OUTDOOR
RECREATION PLAN (SCORP)

The 2025 Indiana Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan
(SCORP), prepared by the Indiana Department of Natural Resources (IDNR),

is an information resource that supports local, regional, and state-level parks
and recreation planning. The plan quantifies and analyzes the state’s outdoor
recreation resources for the social, environmental health, and economic benefit
of citizens statewide®. The goals of the SCORP are to:

Provide a quantitative and qualitative analysis of outdoor recreation supply
and demand statewide®.

Improve the provision of outdoor recreation to all users®.

Quality Indiana for National Park Service Land and Water Conservation
Fund (LWCF) state-side grants®.

Set statewide priorities for funding of grants through LWCEF, the
Recreational Trails Program (RTP), and any other applicable funds
available at State or federal levels®.

Three surveys were conducted during the planning process: an Qutdoor
Recreation Participation Survey, a Trail User Survey, and a Local Park and
Recreation Provider Survey. The Outdoor Recreation Participation Survey asked
the public about their outdoor recreation activities and frequency of use, while
the Trail User Survey asked the public about how they use trails. The Local Park
and Recreation Provider Survey asked parks and recreation professionals and
non-profit local outdoor recreation providers about their challenges, issues,

Whiteland Parks and Recreation Master Plan Town of Whiteland, Indiana

and solutions. The results of these surveys were analyzed for emerging themes
and trends to create a needs assessment that incorporates the needs and
preferences of Indiana’s parks and recreation facilities users and professionals
statewide®.

Benchmarking of the supply of outdoor recreation acreage in Indiana using the
National Recreation and Parks Association Guidelines for Public Park Acreage
and Indiana’s LOS Guidelines for Parks, Recreation, and Open Space, shows a
deficit of local acres of public outdoor recreation land by county and region and

a surplus of total public outdoor recreation land statewide. There is an inequity
of distribution of public outdoor recreation acreage statewide, with the southern
portion of the state having more counties that meet the total LOS guidelines
than those in the northern portion of the state. A total of 14 critical counties were
identified by the SCORP, including Johnson County. Critical counties are those
that don’t have the recommended supply of outdoor recreation acres of 55 acres
per 1,000 population or greater and have a population-growth rate higher than
the 2014 to 2018 estimated Indiana statewide population growth rate of 1.44%°.

In addition to its other functions, the SCORP serves as an update to the 2016
Indiana Trails Plan. This section of the SCORP explores new trends, issues, and
successes relating to trails in Indiana and provides a progress report on the goals,
strategies, and advancements of the 2016 Indiana Trails Plan. The Visionary Trail
System described in the Plan includes existing and proposed trail corridors that
form a network of trails throughout Indiana. This trail system includes two types
of trails, including Visionary and Potential Visionary Trails. Both types of trails are
based on input from stakeholders on existing, desired, and current trail projects.
Overall, the Plan notes an increasing demand for trails that is not being met by
current supply®.

201 WHITELAND COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

The 2011 Whiteland Comprehensive Plan is a policy document that helps guide
the implementation of the town's vision for the future. Parks and recreation
were identified as a “building block” to providing for the quality of life desired
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by residents of the Town of Whiteland. The plan determined that the needs for
park and recreation space could be met through a combination of public and
private means, including the establishment of three parks proposed for Town
of Whiteland and partnerships with community organizations, such as Clark-
Pleasant Community Schools and major residential subdivisions’.

Of the three parks proposed for the Town of Whiteland, two would be community
parks meeting the criteria for community parks established in the plan, while

the third park should be an athletic complex with a variety of soccer fields,
baseball and softball diamonds, and basketball courts. In addition to parks and
recreation, pedestrian connectivity was identified as a major challenge facing the
community. Per the plan, 5-6' sidewalks and a multi-use path connecting future
community parks and the town center should be considered to enhance the
pedestrian experience’.

WHITELAND COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

The 2025 Whiteland Comprehensive Plan provides a guide for community
leaders and staff to reference when making decisions about future land use,
transportation, and utilities®. The plan includes a section dedicated to parks and
recreation, where a series of goals backed by public participation were identified
to help guide the future of parks and recreation in Whiteland, including:

Increase the amount of active and passive park space available to the
Whiteland community®.

Develop a destination sports facility to support local programs and serve
as an economic development tool attracting spending to the community?.

Collaborate with regional partners to promote and implement regionally
impactful trail connections that connect residents to parks and destinations
throughout the region®.

JOHNSON COUNTY PARKS AND RECREATION 5-YEAR PARKS
MASTER PLAN 2020-2025

The Johnson County Parks and Recreation 5-Year Master Plan 2020-2025
provides a framework to help influence and guide the development of existing
and future parks in Johnson County®. While the plan doesn't specifically address

parks and recreation needs in Whiteland, it provides county-level guidance that
can help the Town expand its offerings in the future, including the need for:

Enhanced pedestrian and bicyclist connectivity between parks and open
space and communities in Johnson County®

Additional culturaland community-based programs and events®
Additional recreation programming?®

Expanded marketing strategies to increase public awareness of park and
recreation program offerings®

JOHNSON COUNTY TRAILS MASTERPLAN

The 2019 Johnson County Trails Master Plan is intended to help improve safety
and access for non-motorized forms of transportation. The plan serves as a guide
for future development and design of future pedestrian and bicyclist facilities in
Johnson County. Of the plan’s nine overarching goals for the master plan, the
primary goal was to create connections between the communities of Bargersville,
Edinburgh, Franklin, Greenwood, New Whiteland, Ninevah, Trafalgar, White River
Township, and Whiteland within Johnson County™©.

ADA TRANSITION PLAN

The Town is currently working with Crossroad Engineers to create an ADA Transition
Plan as part of it's Community Crossings project and asset management work.

The ADA Transition Plan is needed for future Community Crossings Matching
Grant (CCMG) eligibility and will serve as a guide for the Town to use in making
improvements to ensure accessibility to its public facilities. Informed by self-
evaluation and public participation, the Plan will detail a transition plan with methods
to remove physical barriers, a timeline for proposed modifications, and responsible
officials. Questions regarding the ADA Transition Plan and its progress should be
directed to the Town's Building Commissioner/ADA Coordinator Billy Patrick.
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Demographics

POPULATION + GENDER
The Town of Whiteland is growing faster than Johnson County

As a whole, Whiteland's population is increasing but is plateauing compared to its growth in the
90s. According to the 2025 Whiteland Comprehensive Plan, there has been a 10.3% population
rise since 2010. Compared to Johnson County's 3.7% growth in population, Whiteland is still
growing faster than the county average.

According to the ACS 2023 Estimates, Whiteland has slightly more men (50.7%) than women
(49.3%), opposite of Indiana overall, with slightly more women (50.7%) than men (49.3%). This
difference is due to the younger (0-24 years) age range, with there being slightly more men
(54.7%) than women (45.3%). Ages 25 and older have a slightly higher percentage of women,
which is more in line with regional and national trends.

Why it matters

This growth dictates the need for a Parks and Recreation Department that can accommodate the
diverse needs of the town’s current and future population. While the slowing rate of growth can
point to an eventual peak of growth, it could also indicate a stabilizing population. Slower growth
will allow the Whiteland Parks and Recreation Department to establish a foothold in the
community. The younger population’s slightly larger male dominance may impact some gendered
sports enrollments, but is likely negligible.

AGE

The Town of Whiteland has a greater middle-aged population than Johnson County and
Indiana and has aged since 2000.

Whiteland's young (£15) and young adult (15-24) population percentage is significantly smaller than
Johnson County and Indiana, while the senior (>65) population percentage is in line with that of
Johnson County and Indiana. This signals a larger middle-aged population in Whiteland compared to
Johnson County. Since the 2000 Census, Whiteland's young and young adult population has shrunk
considerably, with the young adult population percentage shrinking from 10.2% to 6.6% and the young
percentage shrinking from 29.6% to 12%. The senior and middle-aged population ratios have grown
as aresult. This can also be seen through the median age of the Town, which is 36.3 years in 2024
estimates versus 37.7 years in 2000.
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Why it matters

While Whiteland's population has aged significantly since 2000,
the senior population is as dense as Johnson County and Indiana
at large. This means that the middle-aged population is larger than
the surrounding areas. In the future, recreation programs should
be designed that take these statistics into account, with offerings
geared toward adults and seniors. However, recreation facilities
and programs are a significant draw for young families, and
investment into these amenities can encourage younger
generations to live, work, and play in Whiteland.

DISABILITY STATUS

The Town of Whiteland has a higher concentration of people
living with disabilities than Johnson County and Indiana

Compared to the Indiana and Johnson County percentages (13.8% &
11.3%, respectively), Whiteland has a higher concentration of people
living with disabilities (21.3%). The three primary differences, when
broken down by disability type, are people with cognitive, ambulatory,
and independent living difficulties.

Why it matters

Offering high quality parks and open spaces that serve these
communities is of high importance. Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) compliance is a priority and necessary by law, but this larger
population indicates that additional recreation programming and
facilities that are designed with those living with disabilities in
mind would benefit the community.
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INCOME SNAPSHOT

2

The medianincome of
Whiteland is $88,411

The per-capitaincome
of Whiteland is $38,714

INCOME

There are more middle-class households in the Town of Whiteland compared
to Indiana and Johnson County.

In the 2023 ACS 5-Year Estimates, it is projected that the median income of Whiteland
is $88,411, while the per-capita income is $38,714. Indiana'’s ($70,051) and Johnson
County's ($87,227) median income are less than that of Whiteland's, while Johnson
County's ($42,884) per-capita income is slightly larger than that of Whiteland's. This
suggests a smaller workforce and a larger population of non-workers/dependents
living in Whiteland compared to Johnson County. The discrepancy seen between per-
capita income and median income has to do with metrics. Per capita income measures
the mean, or average, income across all citizens (including people within households
that do not work), while median household income measures the middle

income, dividing the households into equal groups; one group that earns more than
the median and one group that earns less. This discrepancy indicates that there is a
significant number of non-worker household members. These members may include
children, stay-at-home parents, elderly non-working family members, and other living
situations.

73.5% of Whiteland households make between $50,000 and $199,999, while Johnson
County and Indiana households are only 62.2% and 56.9%, respectively. This large
gap comes partly from 11% of households making more than $200,000 in Whiteland
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73.5% of Whiteland
households make
between $50,000 and
$199,999

1.1% of households
make more than
$200,000 in Whiteland

(vs 11.5% & 7.6% in Johnson County & Indiana). In addition, Whiteland's percentage of
households making less than $49,000 is 25.5%, significantly less than Indiana’s 35.5%.

In'addition to these statistics, it can be helpful to examine ALICE Data. According to
ALICE, "ALICE is an acronym for Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed, and
represents the growing number of families who are unable to afford the basics of
housing, childcare, food, transportation, health care, and technology.” When using this
metric, 27% of Whiteland residents are below the ALICE Threshold, making it tied for
the second lowest rate in Johnson County. For comparison, the highest ALICE Rate
belongs to Amity CDP with 55% and Indiana’s overall ALICE Rate of 38%.

Why it matters

Whiteland’s strong middle class indicates a possible avenue for future funding
through strategic events, programs, or park fees. Establishing fair pricing for
programs and facilities such as day camps and dog parks can provide funding for the
maintenance and operation of parks, open spaces, and amenities system wide.

[tisimportant to design parks and programming with thought toward those living under
the poverty line, as limited financial assets prevent travel and limit disposable income used
for recreation. Though Whiteland's ALICE population is smaller than that of surrounding
areas, this group should be considered when pricing, possibly by using sliding-scale
payment methods or scholarship opportunities.
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AGE AND VALUE

The Town of Whiteland’s housing stock is newer than Indiana’s
average and less valuable than that of the surrounding county.

More than 80% of the current housing stock in Whiteland was built
after 1970, indicating general compliance with modern building codes.
ACS 5-Year estimates of housing cost indicate a median house value
of $189,200, less than Indiana’s $201,600 and Johnson County'’s
$260,400.

Why it matters

Though Whiteland's average housing value is lower than Johnson
County's, the average housing age is nearly identical to that of Johnson
County's. The structure age is newer than state averages, making
Whiteland appealing for starter homes and families otherwise priced out
of Johnson County.

NUMBER OF UNITS AND HOUSING TENURE

The number of homeowners in the Town of Whiteland is
increasing, and vacancies remain lower than county and state
averages.

The current vacancy rate in Whiteland of 2% (with a margin of error of
+3.1) is significantly lower than that of Johnson County (8%) and Indiana
(M.3%). This rate can increase housing costs and indicate housing
shortages. While a low vacancy rate can drive rent and home prices up, a
high rate can indicate population decline. Other factors such as short-
term rentals and renovations/construction can impact this rate.

However, according to the 2025 Whiteland Comprehensive Plan, the
ACS 5-Year estimates on this metric may be inaccurate. Because of this,
data such as total housing units were omitted from this discussion, and
ratios were used in their place, which generally agree with 2020 and 2010
census numbers. (Continued on page 32)
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New single-family ranch at the Saddlebrook Farms North New two-story single-family home at the Briar Creek Estates
Subdivision in Whiteland. Source: D.R. Horton. Subdivision in Whiteland. Source: Ryan Homes.
(Continued from page 29) Why it matters
Regarding number of housing units, the Plan states that, "According to the 2022 American Homeowner rates have increased while renter rates have decreased. This correlates
Community Survey (ACS) 5-Year Estimates, Whiteland had 1,632 total housing units, a with new construction being primarily single-family subdivisions.

decrease of 39 units (10.8%) since 2010. These ACS numbers are unlikely to be accurate,
as the Builders Association of Greater Indianapolis (BAGI) reports 262 new housing
permits were issued from 2020 to 2022, which would equate to a 13.3% increase in

units since 2010. Additionally, there are 2,159 residential utility accounts in Whiteland as

of September 2024, further suggesting ACS housing estimates are low. Of the town'’s
housing units, 85.5% are owner-occupied, 12.0% are renter-occupied, and 2.5% are
vacant. The number of vacant housing units within Whiteland decreased by 28 units (33%)
between 2010 and 2020," (2025 Whiteland Comprehensive Plan).

Whiteland's low vacancy rate can indicate that housing prices are high, which may be a
barrier for those looking to live in Whiteland, such as young families and people living on
fixed incomes. Due to the influx of housing permits, it can be assumed that, while these
ratios are staying the same, the amount of single-family housing is increasing overall.
As the population rate of change slows, the vacancy rate may stabilize. Parks provide
free or budget-friendly recreation and programming that may be essential for
community health and wellness, especially for the new families brought in by
rapid development.
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Workforce & Economy

AGE
The Town of Whiteland’s workforce is mostly middle aged.

Young adults, teens, and seniors are experiencing a higher unemployment rate
than that of older generations in Whiteland. There is also a significant portion of
people aged 30 to 44 that are not in the labor force, possibly being stay-at-home
parents or unable to work due to medical conditions or other factors.

Why it matters

Sectors that are experiencing higher unemployment are groups that could benefit
from jobsin parks and recreation. As parks and recreation opportunities in Whiteland
grow, these age groups should be considered for seasonal staffing positions
to help facilitate programming and maintain parks and open space.

EDUCATION

Education level impacts poverty status, and The Town of Whiteland is
slightly less educated than Johnson County and Indiana.

Though Whiteland's poverty level is lower than that of Johnson County and
Indiana, the poverty that is experienced by residents is closely linked to education
level, with most people experiencing poverty having a high-school education or
less.

Why it matters

Lack of education can be both a cause and consequence of poverty. Individuals
who don't have access to quality education may not acquire the skills necessary to
find employment, leading to a cycle of poverty where they are unable to make ends
meet and improve their standard of living. (Continued on page 37)

EMPLOYMENT RATE

Town of Whiteland, Indiana

™~

O

Whiteland’s
unemployment rateis
2.40%, lower than that

of Johnson County and
Indiana
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Whiteland’s largest workforce
subset includes management,
business, and financial occupations

2023 WHITELAND INDUSTRIES SUMMARY

Management, business, science, and arts occupations
Management, Education, legal,

business,and community
financial service, arts,

occupations ~ 2ndmedia
occupations

NM.42%

Computer, e
practitioners

engineering, and technical
and science | occupations
occupations

3.89% 31%

Production, transportation, and
material moving occupations

Transportation
occupations

17.60%

5.05%

Material moving
occupations

Sales and office occupations

4.04%

Production
occupations

3.61%

Whiteland Parks and Recreation Master Plan Town of Whiteland, Indiana

=
14.53%

Whiteland’s second largest
workforce subset includes office and
administrative support

Service occupations

Healthcare ™
support
cupations

1.75%4

Natural resources, construction, and

maintenance occupations
Construction
and extraction
occupations

6.45%

Installation,
maintenance,
and repair
occupations

6.06%

(Continued from page 33)

Investments in park facilities and education programming can foster
educationin all age groups. By providing opportunities for

informal experiential outdoor learning through STEAM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Art, & Math) programming, Whiteland
Parks and Recreation can aid the development of critical social and
academic skills on an individual level that support the educational
achievements of the wider community.

LABORFORCE

The Town of Whiteland’s labor force is primarily in management,
business, science, and arts occupations, and unemployment is
lower than Johnson County and Indiana.

Whiteland's largest workforce subset includes management, business, and
financial occupations, with its second largest subset including office and
administrative support. It should be noted that this projection comes from
ACS 5-year estimates with large margins of error. The recent development of
the Mohr Industrial Park near I-65 may have an impact on workforce ratios.

Why it matters

A majority of Whiteland's workforce does not lie in a service occupation,
possibly meaning that more families have a traditional two-day weekend.
This can be important when scheduling recreation programs. Further, the
lower percentage of non-workers may mean child-care services, such

as summer day camps. may be especially appealing to families with two
parents working outside the home. Due to the changing landscape of
Whiteland’s workforce, public engagement is essential in lieu of
census data.

WORKFORCE AND ECONOMY SUMMARY

Workforce trends, educational attainment, and the broader economic
climate influence the planning and development of future park facilities,
amenities, and recreation programs in Whiteland. As parks and recreation
improvements are being considered, these factors should be carefully
evaluated to address community challenges and reduce their impact.
Hosting career fairs, offering test preparation workshops, and providing
adult continuing education opportunities can help strengthen educational
outcomes, while maintaining accessible open spaces and low- or no-cost
recreation programming can support residents experiencing economic
hardship.
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Existing & Future Land Use

LAND USE
Currently, Whiteland is predominantly industrial and residential.

Most of the current land use by area'is devoted to residential land use, followed by
industrial land use; there is far less commercial, mixed use, institutional, and agricultural
land usesin Whiteland. Much of the industrial land use area is clustered adjacent to
[-65, while residential and commercial land use is mostly located along primary Town
thoroughfares, including US 31and Whiteland Rd. The K-9 Vader Bark Park and town-
owned parcels earmarked for future parks and open space are located near residential
areas.

In the future, Whiteland will focus less on warehouse development and more
on the town center and US 31.

According to the 2025 Whiteland Comprehensive Plan, participants in the planning
process wanted more parks and open spaces, restaurants and entertainment,
downtown reinvestment, and more retail and shopping opportunities. They expressed
a desire to not create any additional industrial or warehouse development in Whiteland.
The 2025 Whiteland Comprehensive Plan focuses specifically on downtown
revitalization, with goal three of the plan being “Create an active town center along
Main Street.”

Why it matters

Whiteland's land-use trajectory aligns with future investment in parks and open spaces.
Whiteland residents noted a need for parks, and the re-investment in infrastructure
along US 31and Main Street will strengthen the downtown core, facilitating the
possibility for park infrastructure along Main Street.

o Re-investment in infrastructure along US 31 and Main Street will
strengthen the downtown core. Source: Google Earth.
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Whiteland Zoning Map. Refer to the Town of Whiteland Code of Ordinances, Chapter 156 for full zoning descriptions.
Source: Town of Whiteland.
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Natural Environment

TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY

The topography of Whiteland is relatively flat with a gentle slope at an average elevation of
794 feet above sea level. Changesin elevation occur primary along hydrological elements,
such as creeks and ditches.

According to the 2000 Indiana Geological Survey Special Report by Henry Gray, Whiteland
is part of the New Castile Till Plains and Drainageways, the largest physiographic region
located in the Central Till Plain. The region is characterized by the sediment deposits of the
Wisconsin glacier, which moved through Indiana approximately 20,000 years ago. These
sediments, known as glacial till, include a mixture of sand and gravel deposits, silt, lake clays,
and alluvial materials'. According to the 1976 environmental study Environmental Geologic
Maps for Land Use Evaluations in Johnson County, Indiana by John R. Hill, the sediments
cover nearly all of Johnson County in a thickness ranging from 0-300 feet?.

Beneath these glacial deposits is the Youngs Creek Watershed, which isincluded in the larger
watershed of the Driftwood River and the East Fork of the White River. According to the
2003 publication The Youngs Creek Watershed: A Plan for the Future prepared by the
Youngs Creek Advisory Group, the Youngs Creek Watershed, contained entirely by Johnson
County, includes eight sub watersheds and spans approximately 79,500 acres, or 24 square
miles. The watershed includes three different bedrock geology groups, including the
Mucatatuck Group, New Albany Shale, and the Borden Group?®.

The majority of Whiteland is in the New Albany Shale Aquifer System, an extremely limited
ground-water resource that is present along the northwest to southeast trending band of
Johnson County. According to the 2005 publication Bedrock Aquifer Systems of Johnson
County, Indiana by Randal D. Maier, the New Albany Shale Aquifer System, “consists mostly
of brownish-black carbon-rich shale, greenish-gray shale, and minor amounts of dolomite
and dolomitic quartz sandstone®” The shale isrich in organic materials and reaches a
maximum thickness of 120 feet, increasing in thickness as it flows southwest beneath younger
rock formations. Depth to bedrock is approximately 25-130 feet, with completed well depths
ranging from 55 to 140 feet. The system is largely regarded as a poor ground water resource,
with permeability of shale materials considered low”.

Source: Indiana Geological and Water Survey.
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SOILS

There are a vast variety of soil types within the Town of Whiteland, each with

its own specific set of properties. Due to the large number of soil types, this

Plan classifies these soils into a series of soil associations, described by the

USDA as a group of soils that are closely related geographically and occur in a
characteristic pattern. Whiteland's soils can be classified into eight major soil
associations, including Crosby-Brookston, Crosby-Miami, Genesee-Shoals-
Ross, Rensselaer-Whitaker, Ockley-Fox, Genesee-Eel, Fox-Ockley-Nineveh, and
Miami-Hennepin®.

Crosby-Brookston — Poorly drained to somewhat poorly drained soil, with
a seasonal high watertable between 0.5 to 2.0 feet and is in depressions
or rises on uplands. Slopes are between O to 2 percent. The native
vegetation is water tolerant grasses and hardwoods (USDA).

Crosby-Miami - Well drained to somewhat poorly drained soil, with a
seasonal high watertable between 0.5 to 3.5 feet and rises on till plains.
Slopes are between 2 and 4 percent. The native vegetation is hardwoods
(USDA).

Genesee-Shoals-Ross - Well drained to somewhat poorly drained

soil, with a seasonal high watertable between 0.5 to 6.0 feet andis on
floodplains. Slopes are between O to 2 percent, and the native vegetation
is hardwoods (USDA).

Whiteland Parks and Recreation Master Plan Town of Whiteland, Indiana

Rensselaer-Whitaker — Very poorly drained to somewhat poorly drained
soil, with a seasonal high watertable between 0.5 to 3.0 feet andisin
depressions or on terraces. Slopes are O to 2 percent, and the native
vegetation is water tolerant grasses and hardwoods (USDA).

Ockley-Fox — Well drained soil, with a watertable at a depth greater than
40 inchesandis on terraces. Slopesare O to 2 percent, and the native
vegetation is hardwoods (USDA).

Genesee-Eel - Well drained to moderately well drained soil, with a
seasonal high watertable at 1.5 to 6 feet and is on floodplains. Slopes are O
to 2 percent, and the native vegetation is hardwoods (USDA).

Fox-Ockley-Nineveh - Well drained soil, with a watertable at a depth
greater than 40 inches and is on terraces. Slopes are O to 2 percent, and
the native vegetation is hardwoods (USDA).

Miami-Hennepin — Well-drained soil, with a watertable at a depth greater
than 40 inches and is on sideslopes on uplands. Slopes are 25 to 50
percent, and the native vegetation is hardwoods (USDA).

1

Source: NRCS - USDA.
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Source: Daily Journal.
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HYDROLOGY

The majority of Whiteland is in the Brewers/Canary Ditches sub
watershed, which makes up an area of 13.5 square miles. The
northeast corner of the Town is in the Grassy Creek-Youngs Creek
sub watershed, which makes up an area of 15.3 square miles. There
are two primary waterways that run through Whiteland including
East Grassy Creek and Brewer Ditch. These waters drain into
Youngs Creek, which flows along the northwest portion of the
Youngs Creek Watershed to the southeast, where it meets Sugar
Creek and drains into the Driftwood River?.

According to the EPA’'s How's My Waterway tool, which was
designed to provide information about the condition of local
waters based on data provided by the state, federal, tribal, and
local agencies, the condition of Grassy Creek and Brewer Ditch are
impaired and unknown, respectively. These ratings are a function
of the conditions of intended use, including aquatic life, fish and
shellfish consumption, and swimming and boating®.

Grassy Creek — Grassy Creek was assessed good for
aquatic life, unknown for fish and shellfish consumption,
and impaired for swimming and boating. Issues identified
in Grassy Creek include bacteria and other microbes
(pathogens) that could cause disease. Pathogen
contamination results from the inappropriate disposal of
human or animal waste that enters the water from faulty
septic systems, sewage discharges, farm and feedlot and
manure runoff, boat discharges, and pet waste®.

Brewer Ditch - Brewer Ditch was assessed unknown for
aquatic life, fish and shellfish consumption, and swimming
and boating.

Floodplains in Whiteland run along East Grassy Creek and Brewer
Ditch. These floodplains are relatively narrow and pose very low
risk to flooding adjacent development.

WOODLANDS

While most of Whiteland's natural vegetation has diminished since
the early 1900s to make way for development and agriculture,
some small pockets of hardwood forest remain, particularly along

East Grassy Creek, which cuts along the northwest corner of town,
and along Whiteland Road heading east towards [-65. According
to the USDA's 1998 publication Indiana’s Forests in 1998 by
Schmidt, Hansen, and Solomakos, the most common forest type
in northernIndiana, which includes the Young's Creek Watershed,
is the maple-beech association. The maple-beech association

is commonly found on rolling uplands and steep slopes and is
characterized by a dense tree canopy?®.

A vast variety of native tree species can be found in Whiteland's
woodland areas, including White Oak, Black Oak, Southern Red
Oak, American Elm, Tulip Tree, Sugar Maple, Beech, Maple, Ash,
Elm, Cottonwood, Sycamore, Black Locust, Persimmon, and
Sassafras, to name a few.

The biggest threats to woodlands in Whiteland are deforestation
for agriculture and urban uses, diseases such as oak welt and dutch
elm disease, and insects including the Emerald Ash Borer. As
Whiteland continues to grow, it is critical that it takes the necessary
steps to protect its forests through tools such as zoning and land
use regulation, land acquisition, and natural areas ordinances

WILDLIFE

Since Whiteland is largely agricultural in nature, there are few
natural areas that provide critical habitat for native wildlife. As more
animal species are being pushed out of their homes and into urban
areas, Whiteland residents are seeing an abundance of "backyard
creatures,” such as chipmunks, cottontail rabbits, coyotes, fox
squirrels, gray fox, gray squirrels, groundhogs (woodchucks),
Indiana bats, opossum, raccoons, striped skunks, and white-tailed
deer. The Endangered, Threatened and Rare Species List for
Johnson County, prepared by the IDNR, includes a variety of
mollusk, insect, arachnida, amphibian, reptile, bird, and mammal
species that are in danger of going extinct because of human
activity, such as destruction of habitat. A few of these species
include Kirtland's Snake, the Woodland Box Turtle, the Common
Nighthawk, the Least Bittern, the Barn Owl, the Silver-Haired Bat,
the Badger, and the Pygmy Shrew’. As Whiteland looks to expand
its parks and recreation offerings in the future, it should consider
ways to protect and provide habitat for these species.



INVASIVE SPECIES

Common invasive species found throughout Johnson County, including Whiteland, pose a significant threat to
local ecosystems. According to the Indiana Department of Natural Resources (IDNR), “Invasive species are plants,
animals, and diseases that are not native to the area in question and have or are likely to cause environmental,
human health, or financial harm®.” Invasive species disrupt the natural balance of habitats by outcompeting native
species for food, shelter, and other resources. They are of particular concern when it comes to native species on
the endangered, threatened, and rare species list who are already facing challenges when it comes to population
decline. Invasive species have the potential to cause long-lasting damage to health and the economy, spreading
diseases that can harm humans, animals, and plants and impacting the industries we rely on for food and other
resources. A few of the most common invasive species found in Whiteland include Garlic Mustard (Alliaria petiolata),
Japanese Honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica), Purple Loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria), Multiflora Rose (Rosa multiflora),
Tree-of-Heaven (Ailanthus altissima), Emerald Ash Borer (Agrilus planipennis Fairmaire), and Spotted Lanterfly

(Lycorma delicatula).

In the future, the Town of Whiteland should establish an Invasive Species Management Plan (ISMP) to address the
spread of invasive species. The plan should address, at a minimum, prevention, early detection and response,
control and management, and restoration and be consistent with the recommendations of the National Invasive
Species Council (NISC).

PROPERTY IMPACTS

Current park properties and town-owned lands, including the K9 Vader Bark Park, the Whiteland High School Trail,
and the Saddlebrook Farms Subdivision Parcels, are largely composed of chemically treated lawns and have minimal
vegetation and few trees. The only maintenance these sites receive consists of spring and summer lawn care,
including mowing and chemical treatments. The Briar Creek Estates Subdivision Parcel is the only property with
some ecological diversity; however, its value as a source of food and habitat for native species is greatly diminished
by the overwhelming presence of invasive species. The parcelis largely occupied by a naturally occurring meadow
and successional woodland dominated by invasive species such as Marestail (Conyza canadensis), Japanese
Honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica), White Mulberry (Morus alba), and Bradford Pear (Pyrus calleryana). The only
maintenance this parcel currently receives is yearly bush hogging to manage overgrown vegetation and control
woody growth. Successful restoration of this area will require a multi-year approach that incorporates Integrated
Pest Management (IPM) strategies to mechanically and chemically remove these species, followed by re-seeding
and ongoing monitoring to ensure the successful establishment of native plants.

Generally, all current park properties and town-owned lands are situated on Crosby and Brookston soils, both of
which are poorly drained. As future park improvements are planned, consideration should be given to soil conditions
and potential stormwater mitigation strategies. For more site-specific descriptions of natural conditions for each
park parcel, reference Chapter 3: Parks and Open Space System.

Whiteland Parks and Recreation Master Plan Town of Whiteland, Indiana
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Source: (Bottom) Indiana Historical Bureau, (Top) OER Commons.

Manmade, Historical & Cultural Features

Johnson County, located just south of the geographical center of Indiana, includes an area of 320 square miles, or 211,206 acres of land. It
was previously part of a larger tract of land known as Delaware County, named for the Delaware Indians.
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The Delaware (Lenape) Indians lived in small villages with
multiple large, extended family groups known as clans.
They used the land primarily for hunting, gathering, and
agricultural purposes, alternating between summer
villages and winter hunting camps along riverside sites
to allow for better communication and the intertribal
exchange of goods®.

European Americans arrived in the area in the early 1800s.

Early interactions between the Native Americans and
white settlers were rarely peaceful, with disputes over
land leading to fighting between the two sides. In1818,
white colonists took control of the area in a series of

six separate treaties known as the Treaty of St. Mary's.
These treaties, signed by the Native Wyandot, Seneca,
Shawnee, Ottawa, Wyandot, Potawatomi, Wea, Delaware,
and Miami nations, ceded large portions of land in the
middle of Indiana to the U.S. government in exchange for
other land, lump sum payments, and annuity payments.
With the signing of the treaties, the Native American
population in the area was entirely displaced by white
settlers'©.

The development of Johnson County was largely spurred
by the Whetzel Trace, an east-west trail cutin 1818 by
Jacob Whetzel and his son, Cyrus. The trail, which began
near Laurel on the Whitewater River and ended near
Waverly and the bluffs of the White River, was cutin a
relatively straight line and was used by white settlers
traveling from the east and south as an early "highway.”

If the trail still existed today, it would have connected
through Whiteland".

Johnson County was formed as a county in 1823 and
named for John Johnson, a Justice of the Indiana
Supreme Court?. The county is bounded by Marion
County to the north, Bartholomew and Brown Counties
to the south, Shelby County to the east, and Morgan
County to the west. The county seat is Franklin, located
just south of Whiteland and 20 miles south of the city of
Indianapolis.

Whiteland is in north/central Johnson County and is
considered part of the Indianapolis Metropolitan Area.
The Town is accessible by major access roads including
[-65 at exit 95 and US 31, running from Indianapolis to
Columbus. Nearby cities include Greenwood to the north
and Franklin to the south.

Whiteland, first referred to as the Tracy and Trout
neighborhoods, was incorporated as a town on May 3,
1886. However, the town began to grow as early as 1853,
with the town’s first small country store opening in1858
and the post office opening in 1861°. According to the
publication From Needmore to Prosperity: Hoosier
Place Names in Folklore and History by Ronald Baker,

the Town was named for the local family of the first
postmaster, Joel B. White®. The Town's first plat, laid out
in 1863 by J.B. White, Jacob Varner, Thomas and Gorge
Walker and Amazon Boone, included 40 lots, with the
addition of six lots following in July of the same year®.



Since its inception, Whiteland's population has grown to include a total of 4,599
residents in 2020 per the United States Decennial Census. This growth can be
attributed to several factors, including the Town’s proximity to Marion County, the
presence of high-volume thoroughfares, including US Highway 31and Interstate 65,
and the fact that it has a substantial supply of groundwater and land that is suitable for
construction.

TRANSPORTATION

Whiteland's roadway network makes up the bulk of its transportation system. US
31, classified as a principal (primary) arterial roadway, borders the western edge of
town and serves as a major north-south connector for local and regional needs.
[-65, bordering the eastern edge of town, connects Whiteland to the cities of
Indianapolis, Columbus, Louisville, and beyond. In addition to improving traffic flow
and accessibility in and around Whiteland, I-65 attracts commercial, residential, and

industrial development, creating job opportunities and encouraging economic growth.

Whiteland Road serves as the primary east-west connector between US 31and

[-65. The I-65 and Whiteland Road interchange serves as a major entry point for
the community, increasing its importance. Other east-west connections include
Tracy Road bordering the northern edge of Town and Pual Hand Road bordering the
southern edge of Town. Out-of-town commuters and locals alike use these primary
thoroughfares for daily travel, with other local roads throughout the community
providing access to residential developments.

ACCESS Johnson County Public Transit, a public transportation service serving
Johnson County, has six routes that operate six days a week. The system operates 8
buses and 18 paratransit vehicles with regular fares of $1.00. For trip requests, riders
must call ACCESS for curb-to-curb, shared ride service. Routesinclude the US 31Zip
Connector, the Greenwood West Zip Connector, the Greenwood East Zip Connector,
the Franklin West Zip Connector, and the Franklin East Zip Connector. The US 31Zip
Connector, which connects Greenwood to Franklin, runs through Whiteland along US
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31, with stops in Whiteland including Clearwater Blvd at the Johnson County Public
Library®.

Whiteland is served by the Louisville and Indiana Railroad (LIRC), which runs parallel

to US 31 from Indianapolis to Louisville. The LIRC, formed in 1994, connects to other
major railroads including CSX, NS, INRD, and PAL and serves a variety of major
companies and an inland port facility. According to Anacostia Rail Holdings, who owns
the LIRC, the railroad handles agriculture/grain, fertilizer, waste material, polymers,
chemicals, building materials, lumber, pulp/paper, food grade products, beverages,
steel, scrap (metal and paper), and aggregates/minerals’®.

Active transportation opportunities are extremely limited in Whiteland. There are

no sidewalks along US 31, Tracy Rd, or Paul Hand Blvd. Sidewalk connectivity exists
along Whiteland Rd from US 31to the eastern edge of the Saddlebrook community
on the north and south sides of the street. While the Town has made strides over the
past several years in requiring bike and pedestrian infrastructure to be incorporated in
new residential and industrial developments as they arise, these paths occur in short
stretches and do not connect to an overall larger system.

Continued population growth and industrial expansion over the past several years have
resulted in higher volumes of traffic on east-west roads through Whiteland, creating
congestion issues during peak travel times and limiting the flow of traffic. In planning
for future roadway improvements, Whiteland should consider solutions that integrate
multi-modal enhancements for pedestrians and bicyclists and public transportation
access with more stops in and around Whiteland to make it easier for people to move
through Town.
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Source: SHAARD (Bottom) Whiteland Methodist Episcopal Church, (Middle) Whiteland Baptist Church
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HISTORICAL SITES

According to Indiana State Historic Architectural and
Archaeological Research Database (SHAARD), which
includes data from the Indiana Historic Sites and
Structure Inventory (IHSSI) County Survey Program, the
Indiana Cemetery and Burial Ground Registry, Historic
Bridge inventory, resources listed in the National Register
of Historic Places, resources listed the Indiana Register
of Historic Sites and Structures, and historic theaters

in Indiana, there are 7 historic sites in Whiteland listed
with a rating from IHSSI as contributing and notable.
Contributing structures are not individually eligible for
listing on the National Historic Register, while notable
structures may be eligible for listing on the National
Historic Register with additional research. These locations
are located along Main Street and Front Street near the
railroad tracks and include the following:

| The Grove Baptist Church - 70 West St, Notable
B HeavenEarth Church (formerly the Whiteland
Methodist Episcopal Church) - 209 Main Street,
Notable
4 Private Residences, Contributing

In addition to these properties, Whiteland is home to a
significant Indiana Automotive Landmark, the Whiteland
Raceway Park, and a roadside attraction, the Garden of Gas
Station Signs.

Whiteland Raceway Park

According to Indiana Landmarks, Whiteland Raceway
Park, today known as K1 Circuit Whiteland, is one of the
oldest go-kart tracks in America. Established in 1960, the
park hosts recreational and competitive karting events
that help fuel the spirit of motorized sportsin Indiana.
Over its many years of operation, the park has played
host to big-name drivers, including Indianapolis 500
winner Johnnie Parsons and other drivers such as John
Andretti, Lyn St. James, and Tony Stewart”.

When go-karting rose to popularity in the 1950s,

Don Hohlt and William Lutz decided to build a park to
complement their other business, the Whiteland Barn.
The original track, which included an oval joined to a
road course, opened on May 8, 1960. The challenging
track was extremely popular with karters, with race
events scheduled for Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays
to accommodate the large number of competitors. In

Source: Town of Whiteland.



Source: Whiteland Raceway Park.

addition to recreation and race events, the track was

used by Midwest Kart manufacturers and engine builders
as a test track for their new products. The track quickly

became a first-class facility, attracting karters nationwide,

and receiving the status of a World Karting Association
Master Track®.

In the early 1980s, the popularity of karting began

to decline, and the track fell into disrepair. The park
passed through the hands of several owners until it was
purchased by sportscaster Gary Lee in 1988, who shifted
the focus of the track to recreational karting. The facility
was sold again in 2007 to Mike Swails. By 2019, Swails
was struggling to maintain the track at a high level. That
year, he received an offer from a trucking company who
wanted to convert the property into a heavy equipment

storage area, but Swails wanted to see the historic
raceway continue as a karting venue. Instead, the track
was purchased by Andy O-Gara and his wife, former
race car driver Sarah Fisher, and their longtime business
partners Wink and Libba Hartman. The group made
several infrastructure improvements that led to the
track’s re=opening in April 2019".

On July 10, 2022, Indiana Automotive, an affinity

group of Indiana Landmarks, and the Indiana Racing
Memorial Association (IRMA) dedicated a historic marker
commenmorating the Whiteland Raceway Park'®. Today,
this Indiana Automotive Landmark is owned and managed
by KI'Speed, a chain of kart racing centers that use
electric go-karts that can reach speeds of up to 45 mph.

Whiteland Parks and Recreation Master Plan Town of Whiteland, Indiana
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Source: (Bottom) WRTV, (Mlddle) The Daily Journal, (Top) WRTV.
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Source: (Bottom & Top) Interesting Ideas, (Middle) Catalina Motel / Alan Whitaker.
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The Garden of Gas Station Signs, a roadside
community landmark. Source: Interesting

Garden of Gas Station Signs

The Garden of Gas Station Signs, a roadside attraction privately
owned and operated by automotive sign collector Alan Ray
Whitaker, is a notable community landmark. The garden, located
at 637-667 Brewer St, includes an array of more than 50 historic
gas station signs in the side yard of Whitaker's garage celebrating
America’s rich automotive culture. This quirky display includes

a 1964 Roto-Sphere sign salvaged from Lexington Kentucky's
Catalina Motel, which features sixteen aluminum spikes outlined
in neon mounted on a ball that spins in three directions. Of the
234 Roto-Spheres produced, only 20 remain, and only 4 of
those are fully operational, including Whiteland's'®.

EDUCATION FACILITIES

Whiteland is home to the Clark-Pleasant Community School
Corporation, which is headquartered in Whiteland and serves the
communities of Whiteland and New Whiteland and small portions
of Greenwood and Franklin. Schools in Whiteland include
Whiteland Elementary and Whiteland Community High School.

Whiteland Elementary School, located at 120 Center St,
serves children in kindergarten through 5th grade. Whiteland
Community High School (WCHS), located at 300 E Main St
adjacent to Whiteland Elementary School, serves students
from 9th grade to 12th grade. In 2024, WCHS was named in

n privately owned

ted by Alan Ray Whitaker, is a notable

the U.S. News and World Report Best High Schools Rankings,
where schools are ranked on their performance in state-required
tests, graduation, and how well they prepare students for
college®. According to the Clark-Pleasant Community School
Corporation, WCHS boasted a 92.61% graduation rate in 2023,
and over 5,000 total college credits are earned annually by its
graduates. The school’s rigorous academics are complemented
by its C-9 career center, which offers 27 career and technical
programs to students®.

In November 2023, WCHS broke ground on a $235 million
dollar expansion to keep pace with its rapidly growing student
population. According to Clark-Pleasant Community School
Corporation, the expansion includes a new natatorium, a
fieldhouse with multiple courts and an indoor track, a new weight
room, a wrestling area, and new tennis courts. The natatorium,
which is currently under construction and is expected to be
completed in 2026, will include a 10-lane, 50-meter pool
designed to support the growing swimming program in
Whiteland. The pool willaccommodate larger swim meets, such
as high school sectionals and championship-level club meets
and is expected to attract students and high-level athletes to
Whiteland. Future phases of the expansion are expected to
include upgrades to the football stadium, baseball, and soccer
fields?.



Whiteland Community High School is currently undergoing a $235 million dollar expansion. Source: Clark-

Pleasant Community School Corporation.

Future partnerships between parks and recreation and the
Clark-Pleasant Community School Corporation are essential
to providing the community with equitable access to recreation
facilities and open spaces. According to the National Recreation
and Park Association in their 2021 Park Pulse Survey regarding
park and recreation partnerships with schools, more than 3in
5U.S. adults and 73% of parents say that access to their local
school playgrounds, sports fields, and other outdoor open
spaces when notin use during school hours or by school-
sponsored activities isimportant??. To make efficient use of
public resources, strengthen community connections, and
foster healthier lifestyles, shared-use policies and agreements
between the Town and the Clark-Pleasant Community School
Corporation should be considered to provide public access to
school recreation facilities in a safe and responsible manner.

CULTURAL GROWTH

The Town of Whiteland is embracing and celebrating its rapidly
diversifying population. Minority populations in Whiteland
have grown over the past several years, largely represented

by members of the Punjabi community. Student diversity in
the Clark-Pleasant Community School District is indicative

of these growth patterns. According to the Daily Journal,
minority communities, including Punjabi students who make up
the largest group of English Language Learners in the school

Whiteland Parks and Recreation Master Plan Town of Whiteland, Indiana

district, now represent 37% of the overall student population?®.
Today, the Clark-Pleasant Community School District is the
most diverse in Johnson County. Programs offered by the
Clark-Pleasant Community School Corporation, including youth
initiatives and cultural programs, aim to accommodate people
from different backgrounds and break down barriers to allow
students to develop an understanding of one another and build a
common ground.

PUBLIC ART

The Town of Whiteland received its first piece of public artin
2017 as part of the Johnson County Community Foundations
“Color the County” program, which was established in 2016 to
celebrate the Foundations 25th anniversary. According to the
Indy Arts Council, “Each year, at least two murals are designed
and created by local artists for towns in Johnson County.” Each
mural usually has a community paint day for locals to participate
in using a “paint-by-number” system created by the artist. The
Whiteland mural “Draw Your Heart Out” created by Bargersville
artist Dave Windisch, is located on the east wall of a local
business and features a red heart with yellow rays drawn by a red
pencil*.

In 2022, a second mural by Indianapolis artist Carl Leck was
painted on the side of a Jiffy Lube along US 31south of Tracy
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Source: Whiteland Warriors Swim Club.
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Source: (Bottom) Gummy Bears Mural / Travis Hinkle, (Top) The Whiteland Wonders Mural / Joythe Stampede
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Rd. The mural, referred to as "Gummy Bears,” was inspired by
Leck's visit to Wolf Cave at McCormick's Creek State Park.
The mural features family of gummy bears emerging from a
cave using a painting technique known as trompe’ I'oeil (optical
illusion) that makes it appear in 3D?°.

A third mural, the “Whiteland Wonders" mural by Stampede
Murals, was completedin 2024. The mural, located on the side
of the Nire Event Center along E Main St., features some of
Whiteland's most notable people, including basketball player
Brad Edwards, the Whiteland Raceway go-karts, Bob Glidden'’s
car, and Otto Lewis, a long-term resident who servedin the
military police and held several titles in Whiteland. It also includes
the high school logo, the state flower, corn, and the Bailey and
Wood logo and mascot.

2023 WHITELAND TORNADO

The 2023 Whiteland tornado damaged roughly 130 properties?.
Johnson County's Long Term Recovery Group, in partnership
with Indiana VOAD (Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster)?’
assisted roughly 200 families with housing, food, construction
costs, and other needs?®. As of April of 2024, there were still 10
cases remaining. While FEMA covered 75% of costs for cleanup
and debris management, Whiteland is still working to fully recover
several more structures, including those at the sewer plant

and Town'garage. Although the Town has largely recovered
financially from the disaster, staff remain stretched thin due to
ongoing rehabilitation efforts, and maintenance at parks and
town-owned properties has lagged as a result.

PROPERTY IMPACTS

Manmade park facilities and amenities, such as sidewalks,
shelters, site furnishings, and wayfinding signage, are lacking
at current park properties and town-owned lands, including
the Whiteland High School Trail and the Briar Creek Estates
Subdivision Parcels.

The K9 Vader Bark Park, located at the southeast corner of
Centerline and Whiteland Road., includes a gazebo and some

seating opportunities. However, its gravel parking lot and
sidewalk connections are inaccessible. ADA guidelines require
firm, stable, and slip resistant surfaces; gravel surfaces can be
difficult or impossible for people using assistive mobility devices
to navigate.

The Saddlebrook Farms Subdivision Parcels, located in the
Saddlebrook Farms subdivision adjacent to Town Hall, include
a playground, an asphalt parking area, and concrete sidewalk
connectivity. While the asphalt parking area and concrete
sidewalks are in good condition, the parking area lacks ADA-
compliant spaces. In addition, the playground design doesn't
accommodate children with sensory or developmental
disabilities, limiting participation and excluding many families.
The playground surface material is wood chips, which are
unstable and non-navigable for children using wheelchairs,
walkers, or other assistive mobility devices. No ramps,
accessible platforms, or transfer stations are present, preventing
children who cannot climb independently from accessing play
structures. Playground improvements are needed to make it
usable by all.

Whiteland Parks and Recreation, as a part of this Master Plan
and the Town's ADA Transition Plan, will prioritize updating
existing parks and town-owned properties to meet accessibility
standards. For more site-specific descriptions of man-made
conditions for each park parcel, reference Chapter 3: Parks and
Open Space System.



[J)
o
4]
Q
IS
1]
b
)
o
s
£
>
°)
S
>
o
S
=
2
9]
s
c
2
o
c
©
O
2
e
o
e
'_
.
o
3
o
)

Whiteland Parks and Recreation Master Plan Town of Whiteland, Indiana




O community profile |

CHAPTER CITATIONS

52

Gray, Henry. (2000). Physiographic Divisions of Indiana Special Report 61.
Indiana University Indiana Geological Survey. https://scholarworks.iu.edu/
iuswrrest/api/core/bitstreams/69elf168-db9c-4f5b-97a3-71fc5a4a9lle
content.

Hill, John R. (1976). Environmental geologic maps for land use evaluations in
Johnson County, Indiana: Indiana Geological Survey Occasional Paper 18, 10 p.,
4 figs. https://scholarworks.iu.edu/dspace/items/dlddba58-7725-4c64-a0ec-
046e801ab3d7.

The Youngs Creek Advisory Group. (2003). Youngs Creek Watershed: A
Plan for the Future. Johnson County SWCD. https://ecm.idem.in.gov/cs/
idcplg?ldcService=GET_FILE&dID=83089445&dDocName=83089450&
Rendition=web&allowlnterrupt=1&noSaveAs=1.

Maier, R. (2005). Bedrock Aquifer Systems of Johnson County, Indiana.
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Water. https://www.
in.gov/dnr/water/files/johnson_bedrock_text.pdf.

United States Environmental Protection Agency. (2025). How's My Waterway?
https://mywaterway.epa.gov/.

Schmidt, Thomas L.; Hansen, Mark H.; Solomakos, JamesA. (2000). Indiana’s
Forests in 1998. Resource Bulletin NC-196. St. Paul, MN: U.S. Dept. of
Agriculture, Forest Service, North Central Forest Experiment Station.

Indiana Department of Natural Resources. (2025). Indiana County.
Endangered, Threatened and Rare Species List County: Johnson. https://
www.in.gov/dnr/nature-preserves/files/np_johnson.pdf.

Indiana Department of Natural Resources. (2025). Invasive species. https://
www.in.gov/dnr/rules-and-regulations/invasive-species/.

Johnson County Public Library. (2025). Indian Tribes History. https://www.
pageafterpage.org/indian-tribes-history.

Discover Indiana. (2025). The Treaty of St. Mary’s, 1818. https:/www.
discoverindianahistory.org/items/show/677?tour=73&index=4

Indiana Historical Bureau. (2025). Whetzel Trace. https://www.in.gov/history/state-
historical-markers/find-a-marker/whetzel-trace2/.

State of Indiana. (2025). Johnson County. https://www.in.gov/ibc/2432.
htm#:~:text=Johnson%20County%20was%20formed%20in,the%20
seventh%20in%20the%20nation.

Demaree, Robert. (1973). Johnson County Sesquicentennial, 1823-1973. Daily
Journal. https:;//www.newspapers.com/article/the-daily-journal-history-of-
whiteland/15274773/.

Baker, Ronald L. (1973). From Needmore to Prosperity: Hoosier Place Namesin
Folklore and History. https://archive.org/details/
fromneedmoretoprOObake.

Access Johnson County. (2025). Welcome to Access Johnson County.
https://www.gatewayarc.com/access-johnson-county.html.

Anacostia. (2025). LIRC - Louisville & Indiana Railroad. https://www.anacostia.
com/our-companies/lirc/.



20.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Whiteland Parks and Recreation Master Plan

Indiana Landmarks. (2025). Traditions Continue at Whiteland Raceway. 26.

https://www.indianalandmarks.org/2022/06/whiteland-raceway/.

Roadside Architecture. (2025). Roto-Spheres. https://www.roadarch.com/sca/

roto.html. 27.

Clark-Pleasant Community School Corporation. (2025). Whiteland
Community High School Named in the 2024 Best High Schools by US News.
https.//www.cpcsc kl2.in.us/article/1569664

Clark-Pleasant Community School Corporation. (2025). Whiteland
Community High School. https://www.cpcsc k12.in.us/o/wchs

Ryan O Leary. (2023). Whiteland Beginning Work on Signficant Athletic
Upgrades. Daily Journal. https://dailyjournal.net/2023/11/30/whiteland-
beginning-work-on-significant-athletic-upgrades/.

National Recreation and Park Association. (2023). Partnering with Schools
for Greater Access. https://www.nrpa.org/publications-research/park-pulse/
partnering-with-schools-for-greater-access/

Bell-Baltaci, Andy. (2023). Local Schools Embrace Diversifying Student
Population. Daily Journal. https://dailyjournal.net/2023/01/16/local-schools-
embrace-diversifying-in-student-population/.

Indy Arts Council. (2025). Color the County: Whiteland. https://indyarts.org/
public-art/color-the-county-whiteland/

Jiffy Lube Indiana. (2022). From Gummy Worms to Gummy Bears; Carl Leck
Creates Third Jiffy Lube Masterpiece: https://jiffylubeindiana.com/mural-
project/carl-leck-mural-whiteland:

Town of Whiteland, Indiana

Pennisi, N. (2024). One year later: Whiteland community still recovering after
Tornado. https://www.wrtv.com/news/local-news/johnson-county/one-year-later-
whiteland-community-still-recovering-after-tornado

Whiteland Tornado Relief. (2023). Town of Whiteland, Indiana https://www.
townofwhiteland.com/community/whiteland-tornado-relief/

53






Parks and Open
Space System




Q Parks and Open Space System

Parks and Open Space System

The Town of Whiteland parks and open space system is significantly limited.
The Town's only park, the K-9 Vader Bark Park, opened in December 2020. It's
only trail, the Whiteland High School Trail, is owned and operated by the Clark-
Pleasant Community School Corporation and opened in 201/. While Whiteland
has the potential to offer quality parks and open space, it has fallen behind its
neighbors, forcing residents to go beyond Whiteland to meet their recreation
needs.

Financial limitations have prevented the Town from adding additional park
properties, which has been part of the Town’s comprehensive plan for the past
several years. To grow their parks and open space system, the Town has chosen
to expand public amenities with support from developers with incremental
investments from the town.

As part of this effort, the Town has received donations of land from developers
that, while not formally designated as park space, have been earmarked by

the Town for future parks and recreation development. In addition to these
properties, the Town has identified several additional parcels that have not been
dedicated to the Town but is future land that could be utilized for parks and open
space.

To best support the needs of residents, and to develop a better understanding
of how current, future, and potential properties contribute to the overall parks
and open space system in Whiteland, the inventory of parks and open space has
been defined as follows:

Current Park Properties
Trails

Potential Trails
Town-Owned Properties

Potential Park Properties
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PARKS AND OPEN SPACE SYSTEM

Current Park Properties

These are park properties that are owned and operated
by the Town of Whiteland.

Trails

These are trails that are located within Whiteland. Trails
may be owned and operated by the Town of Whiteland or
other providers.

Potential Trails

These are potential trails that could be constructed in the
future to expand connectivity within and beyond Whiteland
using drainage and utility easements and existing sidewalks.

Town-Owned Properties

These are properties that are owned by the Town and

not formally designated as park space but have been
earmarked by the Town for future parks and recreation
development.
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K9 Vader Bark Park

FACILITY GENERAL INFORMATION

Whiteland Rd & Sawmill Rd, Whiteland, IN 46184

SITE CODE 41-05-28-022-010.000.028
ADDRESS

SIZE 1.5 Acres

TYPE Park/Recreation Area
DESIGNATION Municipal

SEASONAL USE  Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter
LEVEL OF USE Moderate for certain seasons

SITE AMENITIES

v

Picnic Area

Playground

Disc Golf

Dog Park

Skateboard Park
Baseball/Softball Fields
Soccer Fields

Football Fields
Basketball Courts

Tennis Courts

ADA COMPLIANCE

X

X

58

Approaches & Entrances
Not Compliant

Restrooms
Not Applicable

Parking
Not Compliant

Trails

Pool

Splash Pad or Other Water
Feature

Pond, Lake, River, or
Creek with Public Access

Campground
Public Golf Course

Public Shooting/Archery
Range

Winter Activities

Play Areas
Not Applicable

Sports Courts/Facilities
Not Applicable

Water Amenity Areas
Not Applicable

SITE DESCRIPTION

The K-9 Vader Bark Park, opened in December
2020, is the town'’s first public park. The park s
located at the southeast corner of Centerline and
Whiteland Roads. The park was constructed on
land donated to the town by Arbor Homes in 2017.

Named after a local police dog, K-9 Vader, the
3,500-sf bark park contains several amenities
inside a perimeter fence, including challenge
equipment made from repurposed utility items,

a bench, and a dog waste station. In addition to
the bark park, the park contains a gravel parking
lot adjacent to an Eagle Project with a dedication
plague and 10 flag poles, a neighborhood sidewalk
connection, a little free library, and a small, raised
gazebo with integrated seating.

Town employees completed the drainage work and
constructed the fence, challenge equipment, and
parking lot. The gazebo was part of the donation
from Arbor Homes. The site offers minimal
landscape features and comfort for visitors. Only
the gazebo provides shade; no trees provide relief
from the sun. The site lacks trees, shrubs, and
perennial plantings, and the surface is mostly gravel
and maintained lawn.

The Town offers an Annual Membership Pass to
the Bark Park for a one-year period. The passes
cost $20 and include a collar tag for each dog.
While membership passes are required to use
the park, the fence is unlocked, and access is not
regulated.

Access to the site is not ADA compliant. The
gravel parking lot contains two access drives, no
markings, and a gravel walk to the dog park fence.

CURRENT PARK
PROPERTY

There is no accessible route to the gazebo. The
park contains name signage but no information or
rule signage, which was removed from the fence at
time of site visit. The gazebo and fence conditions
are fair.

WHAT ACTIONS SHOULD WHITELAND
TAKE?

Based on existing conditions, site improvements
should include a new asphalt parking lot, an
accessible sidewalk with an ADA-compliant
pedestrian ramp, signage, seating and waste
receptacle upgrades, and dog agility equipment
upgrades. These improvements are listed in the
park-specific action steps in Chapter 5: Strategic
Actions.

Source: Context Design.



Whiteland Parks and Recreation Master Plan

Town of Whiteland, Indiana

@

Gazebo and little free library at K9 Vader Bark
Park. Source: Context Design.

Eagle Project at the entrance to KO Vader Bark
Park. Source: Context Design.
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@ Parksand open space system I
Whiteland High School Trail @ TRAILS

FACILITY GENERAL INFORMATION

SITE CODE N/A
ADDRESS

SIZE 1.75 Miles
TYPE Trail

DESIGNATION Township

SEASONAL USE
LEVEL OF USE

SITE AMENITIES

N KNLKL

Picnic Area

Playground

Disc Golf

Dog Park

Skateboard Park
Baseball/Softball Fields
Soccer Fields

Football Fields
Basketball Courts

Tennis Courts

ADA COMPLIANCE

X

X
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Approaches & Entrances
Not Compliant

Restrooms
Not Applicable

Parking
Not Compliant

Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter

Whiteland Rd., Whiteland, IN 46184

Moderate for certain seasons

Trails

Pool

Splash Pad or Other Water
Feature

Pond, Lake, River, or
Creek with Public Access

Campground
Public Golf Course

Public Shooting/Archery
Range

Winter Activities

Play Areas
Not Applicable

Sports Courts/Facilities
Not Applicable

Water Amenity Areas
Not Applicable

SITE DESCRIPTION

The Whiteland High School Trail, which opened in 2018, is the
Town's first public trail. The trailis owned and operated by

the Clark-Pleasant Community School Corporation and was
designed to provide school groups with a place to practice and
offer the community a safe place to exercise in the evenings.

The 1.5-mile trail encircles the Whiteland High School North
Building and athletic fields. The 9-foot-wide asphalt trail has
no trail-specific markers, though there is signage supporting
the high school functions of the property. No tree cover exists
along the northern portion of the trail, and lawn maintenance
needs improvement. There is no connection to adjacent
athletics facilities, though the trail does connect to the
adjacent neighborhood.

Accessibility is of concern in several areas of the trail as
pavement has been cut for utility work, though the general
condition and slope of the trail is adequate. There are several
areas where the trail is flush with parking or adjacent roads that
need a curb or bollard to separate pedestrian and vehicular
traffic. Use of detectable warning surfaces is inconsistent
across the trail, and there is no dedicated parking available.

To the south, the trail connects Whiteland High School with
Main Street. The school is currently under construction, so

most of the trail is inaccessible. This portion of the trail has

adequate shade coverage with healthy, mature trees

WHAT ACTIONS SHOULD WHITELAND TAKE?

Based on existing conditions, site improvements should
include ADA-compliant pedestrian ramps and crosswalks at all
street crossing locations, trail lighting and wayfinding signage,
asphalt repair and regrading in frequently flooded areas,

and a post curb at flush conditions. These improvements are
listed in the park-specific action steps in Chapter 5: Strategic
Actions.

Source: (Bottom, Middle, Top) Context Design.
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@ rParks and Open space system I

@ POTENTIAL TRAILS

Franklin High School Connector Trail

FACILITY GENERAL INFORMATION

SITE CODE N/A
ADDRESS Whiteland Rd., Whiteland, IN 46184
SIZE Approximately 1.6 Miles

TYPE

Trail

DESIGNATION Township
SEASONALUSE Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter
LEVEL OF USE Moderate for certain seasons

SITE AMENITIES

Picnic Area Trails

Playground
Pool

Disc Golf Splash Pad or Other Water
Feature

Dog Park

Pond, Lake, River, or

Skateboard Park Creek with Public Access

Baseball/Softball Fields

Soccer Fields

Campground
Football Fields .

Public Golf Course

Basketball Courts . .
Public Shooting/Archery

Tennis Courts Range
Winter Activities
ADA COMPLIANCE
Approaches & Entrances Play Areas
Not Compliant Not Applicable
Restrooms Sports Courts/Facilities
Not Applicable Not Applicable
Parking Water Amenity Areas
Not Compliant Not Applicable
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SITE DESCRIPTION

The Franklin High School Connector Trail is a potential multi-
use trail. The trail would run within utility easements and along
Brewer Ditch from the southern boundary of the Park Forest
neighborhood along N Centerline Rd. to Whiteland Rd. The
trail could include a loop through the naturalized Briar Creek
Estates subdivision parcel currently owned by the Town of
Whiteland.

The trail from the Park Forest neighborhood to the Briar
Creek Estates subdivision parcel would require a new asphalt
path, while the trail from the Briar Creek Estates subdivision
parcel to Whiteland Rd. would use existing concrete sidewalks
in the Brair Creek neighborhood. To the south of the Park
Forest neighborhood, the trail could connect to the potential
Whiteland Connector Trail that is proposed to extend from

Franklin High School to the Park Forest neighborhood.

WHAT ACTIONS SHOULD WHITELAND TAKE?

The Franklin High School Connector Trail has the potential

to provide both local and regional connectivity. While the
placement of the trail may be a challenge in some locations, a
study to evaluate the potential for the trail is recommmended.
This action step (2.2.5) islisted under Goal #2: System
Building Blocks in Chapter 5: Strategic Actions

©

Source: (Bottom) Google Earth, (Top) Context Design.

Source: Google Earth.
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View of Brewer Ditch looking north from Samuel Dr., including a
Whiteland Utilities service station. Source: Google Earth.

View of Brewer Ditch looking south from Samuel Dr. The banks of
the ditch are steep. Source: Context Design.
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Saddlebrook Farms Subdivision Parcels

FACILITY GENERAL INFORMATION

41-05-27-021-101.000-028, "102.000-028

Other (Town-Owned Greenspace & Playground)

SITE CODE

ADDRESS Elm St, Whiteland, IN 46184
SIZE 8.014 Acres, 3.821 Acres
TYPE

DESIGNATION Municipal

SEASONALUSE Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter
LEVEL OF USE Moderate for certain seasons

SITE AMENITIES

v

Picnic Area

Playground

Disc Golf

Dog Park

Skateboard Park
Baseball/Softball Fields
Soccer Fields

Football Fields
Basketball Courts

Tennis Courts

ADA COMPLIANCE

v

X
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Approaches & Entrances
Compliant

Restrooms
Not Applicable

Parking
Not Compliant

X

Trails

Pool

Splash Pad or Other Water

Feature

Pond, Lake, River, or
Creek with Public Access

Campground
Public Golf Course

Public Shooting/Archery
Range

Winter Activities

Play Areas
Not Compliant

Sports Courts/Facilities
Not Applicable

Water Amenity Areas
Not Applicable

SITE DESCRIPTION

The Saddlebrook Farms Subdivision parcels
are located on land dedicated to the town by
D.R. Horton, the developer of the community.
Saddlebrook Farms is a single-family home
community with two story floor plans up to
3,388 sf, 5 bedrooms, and 2-3 car garages. The
neighborhood is home to a diverse population
of growing families. The playground is tucked
behind the entrance drive to the neighborhood
on the northwest corner of the property along
Hobbs Dr.

The site contains two separate parcels: an east
parcel with a playground, and a west parcel of
open space. On the east parcel, the playground
contains a main structure with two slides and
other play features, two bays of swings with two
belt swings and two toddler swings, and two
benches. While there is a ramp leading from the
sidewalk to the playground, the safety surfacing
is not engineered hardwood and is therefore not
ADA Compliant. The playground is surrounded
by open lawn space with accessible sidewalk
connections to the surrounding Saddlebrook
subdivision. There are no dedicated plantings
on the site, and the existing lawn is in poor
condition. A pond with a fountain is located along
the eastern boundary of the parcel, while the
Whiteland Fire Department is located along the
western boundary of the parcel across Hobbs Dr.

The west parcel includes open lawn enclosed
by two berms with new buffer plantings. There
are no amenities on the site. While there are
52 parking spaces available, there is no ADA-
compliant parking.

TOWN-OWNED
PROPERTY

WHAT ACTIONS SHOULD WHITELAND
TAKE?

Based on existing conditions, site improvements
at the playground should include new engineered
wood fiber mulch or playground safety surfacing,
ADA-compliant pedestrian ramps, ADA parking
striping and signage, a shade sail, and wayfinding
signage, seating, and waste receptacle upgrades.
These improvements are listed in the park-
specific action steps in Chapter 5: Strategic
Actions.

In addition to playground improvements, the
Saddlebrook Farms Subdivision parcels should
be considered in the evaluation for a future
flagship community park. A study to evaluate
this potential isis listed as action step 2.1.2 under
Goal #2: System Building Blocks in Chapter 5:
Strategic Actions.

Source: (Bottom, Top) Context Design.
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The lawn on the east portion of the parcelisin
poor condition. Source: Context Design.

The lawn on the west parcel is enclosed by two
berms. Context Design.
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@ rParks and Open space system I

Briar Creek Estates Subdivision Parcel

FACILITY GENERAL INFORMATION

SITE CODE 45-05-28-042-01.001-028
ADDRESS US 31, Whiteland, IN 46184

SIZE 10.296 Acres

TYPE Other (Town-Owned Greenspace)
DESIGNATION Municipal

SEASONALUSE N/A
LEVEL OF USE N/A

SITE AMENITIES

Picnic Area

Playground

Disc Golf

Dog Park

Skateboard Park
Baseball/Softball Fields
Soccer Fields

Football Fields
Basketball Courts

Tennis Courts

ADA COMPLIANCE

X

X
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Approaches & Entrances
Not Compliant

Restrooms
Not Applicable

Parking
Not Compliant

Trails

Pool

Splash Pad or Other Water
Feature

Pond, Lake, River, or
Creek with Public Access

Campground
Public Golf Course

Public Shooting/Archery
Range

Winter Activities

Play Areas
Not Applicable

Sports Courts/Facilities
Not Applicable

Water Amenity Areas
Not Applicable

SITE DESCRIPTION

The Briar Creek Estates Subdivision Parcel is
located on land dedicated to the town by Ryan
Homes, the developer of the community. Briar
Creek Ranches is a single-family home community
with two-story floor plans up to 3,000 sf, 4+
bedrooms, and 2+ car garages. The neighborhood
is home to a diverse population of growing families.
The parcelis located in the southeast corner of the
neighborhood adjacent to the Town of Whiteland
Sewer Department at the terminus of McNair Rd.

A communications tower is located along the
northern border of the site. The Whiteland Water
Tower is located just north of the site adjacent to
the Wastewater Treatment Plant. The site includes
a water retention area with several warning signs
stating, "Deep Water: Unsafe to Enter.” However,
there is no water present on site. The only parking
available on site is an asphalt pull-off with a roll-
curb.

As discussed in Chapter 2: Community Profile, the
parcel is largely occupied by a naturally occurring
meadow and successional woodland dominated
by invasive species such as Marestail (Conyza
canadensis), Japanese Honeysuckle (Lonicera ja-
ponica), White Mulberry (Morus alba), and Bradford
Pear (Pyrus calleryana). The only maintenance this
parcel currently receives is yearly bush hogging to
manage overgrown vegetation and control woody
growth.

TOWN-OWNED
PROPERTY

WHAT ACTIONS SHOULD WHITELAND
TAKE?

The Briar Creek Estates Subdivision Parcel could
be a great amenity for the potential Franklin High
School Connector Trail identified earlier in this
chapter. Since the site is already naturalized with
meadow plantings, it would provide an idyllic
setting for aloop trail. A study to evaluate the
potential for the trail is listed as action step 2.2.5
under Goal #2: System Building Blocks in Chapter
5: Strategic Actions.

As discussed in Chapter 2: Community Profile,
successful restoration of the meadow and
successional woodland will require a multi-year
approach. This approach should incorporate
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) strategies

to mechanically and chemically remove these
species, followed by re-seeding and ongoing
monitoring to ensure the successful establishment
of native plants.

Source: Context Design.
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View of the asphalt pull-off area adjacent to the
site. Source: Context Design.

The site includes a water retention area with
signage. Source: Context Design.
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@ rParks and Open space system I

Allure Apartments Parcel

FACILITY GENERAL INFORMATION SITE DESCRIPTION
SITE CODE 45-05-27-011-006.000-028 While this parcel is currently owned by Patch Whiteland LLC
ADDRESS Gateway Dr., Whiteland, IN 46184

and has not been dedicated to the Town, the Department

SIZE 25 Acres is considering it as future land that could be utilized for
TYPE Other (Greenspace not currently owned by the Town) arks
DESIGNATION N/A P )
SEASONALUSE N/A The site, accessible through the Saddlebrook Farms
LEVELOFUSE  N/A subdivision, is overgrown with vegetation and is located at
the terminus of Gateway Dr. The new Patch Development .
apartments are located just north of the parcel. Industrial %
wn
SITE AMENITIES park facilities are visible in the distance to the east. 8
%
WHAT ACTIONS SHOULD WHITELAND TAKE? £
Picnic Area Trails _ _ ; 8
Given the small size and location of the Allure Apartments .
Playground parcel, itis recommended that Whiteland not pursue this as =
Pool future land that could be utilized for parks and open space. A
Disc Golf Splash Pad or Other Water
Feature
Dog Park
Pond, Lake, River, or
Skateboard Park Creek with Public Access
Baseball/Softball Fields
Soccer Fields
Campground
Football Fields .
Public Golf Course
Basketball Courts . .
Public Shooting/Archery
Tennis Courts Range
Winter Activities
ADA COMPLIANCE
Approaches & Entrances Play Areas %
Not Applicable Not Applicable D
o
Restrooms Sports Courts/Facilities %
Not Applicable Not Applicable %,
Parking Water Amenity Areas L:)_
Not Applicable Not Applicable %
o
n
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View of the overgrown vegetation looking east.
Source: Context Design.

View of the overgrown vegetation looking south.
Source: Context Design.
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@ rParks and Open space system I

Saddlebrook Farms North Subdivision Parcels

FACILITY GENERAL INFORMATION

A41-05-22-042-029.000-048, "030.000-048

SITE CODE

ADDRESS Whiteland Rd., Whiteland, IN 46184
SIZE 33.59 Acres, 35.68 Acres

TYPE

Other (Greenspace not currently owned by the Town)
DESIGNATION N/A
SEASONALUSE N/A
LEVEL OF USE N/A

SITE AMENITIES

Picnic Area

Playground

Disc Golf

Dog Park

Skateboard Park
Baseball/Softball Fields
Soccer Fields

Football Fields
Basketball Courts

Tennis Courts

ADA COMPLIANCE
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Approaches & Entrances
Not Applicable

Restrooms
Not Applicable

Parking
Not Applicable

Trails

Pool

Splash Pad or Other Water
Feature

Pond, Lake, River, or
Creek with Public Access

Campground
Public Golf Course

Public Shooting/Archery
Range

Winter Activities

Play Areas
Not Applicable

Sports Courts/Facilities
Not Applicable

Water Amenity Areas
Not Applicable

SITE DESCRIPTION

While these parcels are currently owned by D.R. Horton
- Indiana LLC D/B/A Westport Homes, and has not been
dedicated to the Town, the Department is considering

it as future land that could be utilized for parks. The

site, accessible through the Saddlebrook Farms North
subdivision, is undeveloped and is located north of the
subdivision, which is under construction.

The Clark-Pleasant Community School Corporation
parcels, also being considered for potential park
properties, are located adjacent to the Saddlebrook Farms
North Subdivision parcels along the northern boundaries
of the two sites.

WHAT ACTIONS SHOULD WHITELAND TAKE?

Given the significant size of the Saddlebrook Farms

North Subdivision parcels and their location adajcent

to the Clark-Pleasant Community School Corporation
parcels, the Saddlebrook Farms Subdivision parcels should
be considered in the evaluation for a future flagship
community park. A study to evaluate this potential is is
listed as action step 2.1.2 under Goal #2: System Building
Blocksin Chapter 5: Strategic Actions.

Source: Google Earth.

Source: (Bottom, Top) Context Design.
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View looking north from the terminus of Miller Dr.
Source: Context Design.

View from Main St. looking towards the parcels.
Source: Context Design.
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@ rParks and Open space system I

Clark-Pleasant Community School Corporation Parcels

FACILITY GENERAL INFORMATION

SITE CODE

ADDRESS N 125 E, Whiteland, IN 46184
SIZE 25.58 Acres, 32.76 Acres
TYPE

41-05-22-024-005.000-028, "013-003.000-028

Other (Greenspace not currently owned by the Town)
DESIGNATION N/A
SEASONALUSE N/A
LEVEL OF USE N/A

SITE AMENITIES

Picnic Area

Playground

Disc Golf

Dog Park

Skateboard Park
Baseball/Softball Fields
Soccer Fields

Football Fields
Basketball Courts

Tennis Courts

ADA COMPLIANCE
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Approaches & Entrances
Not Applicable

Restrooms
Not Applicable

Parking
Not Applicable

Trails

Pool

Splash Pad or Other Water
Feature

Pond, Lake, River, or
Creek with Public Access

Campground
Public Golf Course

Public Shooting/Archery
Range

Winter Activities

Play Areas
Not Applicable

Sports Courts/Facilities
Not Applicable

Water Amenity Areas
Not Applicable

SITE DESCRIPTION

While these parcels are currently owned by the
Clark-Pleasant Community School Corporation
and have not been dedicated to the Town, the
Department is considering them as future land
that could be utilized for parks. The parcels,
located just south of the Clark-Pleasant
Community School Corporation Bus Garage and
east of the K1 Circuit - Outdoor Go Kart Track,
are accessible from Front Street. The parcels
are undeveloped and are currently being used as
farmland.

The Saddlebrook Farms North Subdivision
parcels, also being considered for potential
park properties, are located adjacent to the

Clark-Pleasant Community School Corporation
parcels along the southern boundary of the east
parcel.

WHAT ACTIONS SHOULD WHITELAND
TAKE?

Given the significant size of the Saddlebrook
Farms North Subdivision parcels and their
location adajcent to the Clark-Pleasant
Community School Corporation parcels, the
Saddlebrook Farms Subdivision parcels should
be considered in the evaluation for a future
flagship community park. A study to evaluate
this potential is is listed as action step 2.1.2 under
Goal #2: System Building Blocks in Chapter 5:
Strategic Actions.

Source: Google Earth.
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View of the parcels along Front St. looking north
towards the bus garage. Source: Google Earth.

View of the parcels along Front St. looking south
adjacent to the K1 Circuit. Source: Google Earth.
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@ rParks and Open space system I

Sawmill Rd. Parcel

FACILITY GENERAL INFORMATION SITE DESCRIPTION WHAT ACTIONS SHOULD WHITELAND

SITE CODE 41-05-29-042-021.001-028 While this parcel is currently owned by the TAKE?

QEERESS ;‘20259'981\12!' Rd. Whiteland, IN 46184 Home Farm LLC and has not been dedicated Given the significant size of the Sawmill Rd. parcel
‘ to the Town, the Department is considering it ; i f ;

TYPE Other (Greenspace not currently owned by the Town) P = and its connectivity to adjacent neighborhoods,

DESIGNATION N/A
SEASONALUSE N/A
LEVEL OF USE N/A

SITE AMENITIES

as future land that could be utilized for parks.
The parcel, located just west of the Brunnemer
Ridge neighborhood, is accessible through

the Brunnemer Ridge neighborhood using
Meadow Ln. or Brunnemer Ridge Dr. The parcel
is undeveloped and is currently being used as

the parcel should be considered in the evaluation
of a future flagship community park. However,
consideration should be given to access issues
for the public through the Brunnemer Ridge
neighborhood. A study to evaluate this potential
is listed as action step 2.1.2 under Goal #2:

farmland. System Building Blocks in Chapter 5: Strategic
Picnic Area Trails The K-9 Vader Bark Park is located northeast of Actions.
the parcel along Whiteland Rd. The parcel has
Playground . ) .
good connectivity to adjacent neighborhoods,
Pool including Brunnemer Ridge and Park Forest.
Disc Golf Splash Pad or Other Water
Feature
Dog Park
Pond, Lake, River, or
Skateboard Park

Baseball/Softball Fields
Soccer Fields

Football Fields
Basketball Courts

Tennis Courts

ADA COMPLIANCE
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Approaches & Entrances
Not Applicable

Restrooms
Not Applicable

Parking
Not Applicable

Creek with Public Access

Campground
Public Golf Course

Public Shooting/Archery
Range

Winter Activities

Play Areas
Not Applicable

Sports Courts/Facilities
Not Applicable

Water Amenity Areas
Not Applicable

Source: Google Earth.
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View of the parcel from the terminus of Meadow Ln.
looking west. Source: Google Earth.

View of the parcel from the terminus of Meadow Ln.
looking northwest. Source: Google Earth.
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@ rParks and Open space system I

Mohr Logistics Park Parcel

FACILITY GENERAL INFORMATION

SITE CODE
ADDRESS

SIZE
TYPE

29.036 Acres

41-05-23-043-009.000-028
Bob Glidden Rd., Whiteland, IN 46184

Other (Greenspace not currently owned by the Town)
DESIGNATION N/A
SEASONALUSE N/A
LEVEL OF USE N/A

SITE AMENITIES

Picnic Area

Playground

Disc Golf

Dog Park

Skateboard Park
Baseball/Softball Fields
Soccer Fields

Football Fields
Basketball Courts

Tennis Courts

ADA COMPLIANCE
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Approaches & Entrances
Not Applicable

Restrooms
Not Applicable

Parking
Not Applicable

Trails

Pool

Splash Pad or Other Water
Feature

Pond, Lake, River, or
Creek with Public Access

Campground
Public Golf Course

Public Shooting/Archery
Range

Winter Activities

Play Areas
Not Applicable

Sports Courts/Facilities
Not Applicable

Water Amenity Areas
Not Applicable

SITE DESCRIPTION

While this parcel is currently owned by Mohr
Whiteland, LLC and has not been dedicated to
the Town, the Department is considering itas
future land that could be utilized for parks.

The site, accessible through the Mohr Logistics
Park via Bob Glidden Rd., contains one of
Whiteland's last remaining pockets of hardwood
forest. The forestis composed of a variety of
native plant species that provide critical habitat
for wildlife. While there are no formal trails at this
property, there are several informal “‘game” trails
visible from the street.

WHAT ACTIONS SHOULD WHITELAND
TAKE?

The Mohr Logistics Park Parcelis extremely
important from an ecological standpoint. To
this end, Whiteland should partner with a

conservation land trust to help protect it from
development. This action step (2.4.1) is listed
under Goal #2: System Building Blocks in Chapter
5: Strategic Actions.

A conservation land trust protects private or
public land through fee simple and conservation
easements. Through fee simple, the trust

owns and manages the land that is donated or
sold, while a conservation easement allows a
landowner and a trust to enter into an agreement
to permanently limit the use of an area to protect
conservation values. Lands protected by
conservation land trusts generally allow activities
like hiking, camping, and bird watching, but
depend on the specific terms of the conservation
agreement. The Central Indiana Land Trust, Inc.
is one example of a regional land trust.

Source: Context Design.
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View looking south into the hardwood forest.
Source: Context Design.

View looking west towards industrial facilities.
Source: Context Design.
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@ Parksand Open space system I

Community Benchmarking

Benchmarking helps determine the current and future demand for parks and recreation facilities and programs by assessing how

well the parks and recreation system is meeting resident needs.

Results help direct actions moving forward, and how resources should be
prioritized to make those improvements. This Plan uses a combination of Level-
of-Service analysis and NRPA Park Metrics to evaluate the Town's existing parks
and recreation system.

LEVEL-OF-SERVICE (LOS)

1983 NRPA Guidelines

Assessing the current supply of outdoor recreation acreage is one way of
determining whether a community is meeting residents’ outdoor recreation
needs. The parks and recreation facilities database managed by the DNR
Division of Outdoor Recreation, which relies on self-reported local government
data, internet research, and data reporting from local five-year parks and
recreation master plans, tracks the supply of these resources. This data can

be used to compare the current amount of locally available public outdoor
recreation acreage with state and national guidelines to provide a basis for
strategic parks and recreation planning.

The NRPA guidelines for public park acreage use the park classification system

defined by the NRPA in a 1983 publication by Drs. James D. Mertes and James R.

Hall. The park classification system provides recommended acreages for parks
on a population-ratio basis. These basic level-of-service guidelines include the
following the classifications of Mini-Park, Neighborhood Park, Community Park,
Regional/Metropolitan Park, Regional Park Preserve, and Linear Park, Special-
Use Area, or Conservancy Area'.
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Mini-Park
Mini-Parks have a service area of less than a quarter-mile radius, and
approximately a quarter-to half-acre per 1,000 people'.

Neighborhood Park

Neighborhood Parks have a service area between a quarter mile and half-mile
radius, with population up to 5,000. They have 15 or more acres, equaling 1.0 to
2.0 acres per 1,000 people'.

Community Park

Community Parks have a service area with a 1- to 2-mile radius and typically
include several neighborhoods. They have 25 or more acres, equaling 5.0 to 8.0
acres per 1,000 people'

Regional/Metropolitan Park

Regional/Metropolitan Parks have a service area of one-hours driving time and
typically include several communities. They have 200 or more acres, equaling
5.0t010.0 acres per 1,000 people.

Regional Park Preserve

Regional Park Preserves have a service area of one-hours driving time and
typically include several communities. They have 1,000 or more acres, with the
number of acres per 1,000 people varying widely depending on the property
available. 80% of Regional Park Preserve land would be reserved for natural
resource management and conservation, while 20% would be reserved for
recreational development'.

Linear Park, Special-Use Area, or Conservancy Area
No guidelines were set forth in the document’.



2021-2025 Indiana Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation
Plan (SCORP)

In the mid-1990s, a new means of determining a minimum amount of
parks and recreation acreage was developed, known as the Level of
Service (LOS) process. This process considers the local demand for
recreation, the existing inventory of parks and recreation facilities,

and the preferences of community residents. Indiana’s LOS guidelines
divide the current supply of recreation acreage into three categories:

Local (County, Township, City or Town) Recreation Acres
Thisincludes land owned by municipal, township and county
governments, as well as privately owned land that is open for public
recreation use'.

State/Federal Recreation Acres
Thisincludes land owned by state or federal governments, as well as
some non-profit sites that are open for public recreation use'.

Total (Statewide) Recreation Acres

This includes all statewide public recreation land that is owned by all
of the entities listed in the local recreation acres and state/federal
recreation acres categories'.

Based on these categories, the State has established a set of LOS
guidelines for publicly owned parks and recreation space in terms

of acres per 1,000 people. Developed with a statewide focus, these
guidelines, used in the 2021-2025 SCORP recommendations, include
the following:

Local LOS - 20 acres per 1,000 people, or 0.02 acres per person'.

State/Federal LOS - 35 acres per 1,000 people, or 0.035 acres per
person'.

Total (Statewide) LOS - 55 acres per 1,000 people, or 0.055 acres
per person'.
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Source: Indiana Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan 2021-2025.



@ Parks and Open Space system |

2020 POPULATION (PER THE RECOMMENDED ACRES; LOCAL
NAME 2020 DECENNIAL éENSUS) 20 ACRES PER 1,000 PEOPLE SUMOF TOTAL ACRES PIFFERENCE
Town of Whiteland 4,599 91.98 Acres 1.5 Acres -90.48 Acres
Town of New Whiteland 5,550 111 Acres 35.55 Acres -75.45 Acres
Town of Bargersville 9,560 191.20 Acres 40 Acres -151.2 Acres
City of Greenwood 63,830 1,276.60 Acres 393.79 Acres -882.81 Acres
City of Franklin 25,313 506.26 Acres 223 Acres -283.26 Acres

Town of Whiteland

To determine if the Town of Whiteland has an adequate supply of parks and
recreation space, this Plan uses a combination of the 1983 NRPA guidelines and
the 2021-2025 SCORP recommendations to assess their existing parks and
recreation system. Based on these guidelines, the following conclusions can be
made:

The Town of Whiteland has a deficit of locally owned public outdoor recreation
areas.

Using the 2020 population of the Town of Whiteland (per the 2020 Decennial
Census) and the 2021-2025 SCORP Local LOS recommended acreage of 20
acres per 1,000 residents, the Town of Whiteland should have at least 91.98 acres
of locally owned public outdoor recreation areas. Currently, Whiteland's parks
and recreation system has a total of 1.5 acres of parkland, and a deficit of 90.48
acres.

In comparison, the Town of New Whiteland, located to the northeast, has 35.5
acres of parkland, with a deficit of 75.45 acres, while the Town of Bargersville,
located to the east, has a total of 40 acres of parkland and a deficit of 151.20
acres. The City of Greenwood, located to the north, has a total of 393.79 acres
of parkland and a deficit of 882.81acres, while the City of Franklin, located to the
south, has a total of 223 acres of parkland and a deficit of 282.26 acres.

At the county level, Johnson County was identified as a “critical county,” as it
doesn't have the recommended supply of outdoor-recreation acres of 55 acres
per 1,000 population or greater and has a population-growth rate higher than
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the 2014 to 2018 estimated Indiana statewide population growth rate of 1.44%.
Based on the Total (Statewide) LOS of 55 acres per 1,000 people, or 0.055
acres per person, Johnson County has a total of 6,010.38 acres and a deficit of
2,582.00 acres. Based on these recommmendations, Whiteland residents live in
a park desert — an area with a lack of public outdoor recreation areas. Livingina
park desert can have a variety of negative health, social, and economic impacts,
including:

Health Impacts

Parks and open space are key players in addressing the public health crisis. In
fact, according to Dr. Howard Frumkin, Senior Vice President at the Trust for
Public Land Former Dean of the University of Washington School of Public
Health, "If we had a medicine that delivered as many benefits as parks, we would
all be taking it. Parks deliver cardiovascular benefits, fight loneliness, combat
osteoporosis, counter stress anxiety, and more. And they do all those things
without adverse side effects and at minimal cost?.” In communities lacking

an adequate supply of parks and open space, reduced physical activity can
contribute to mental health concerns and chronic illness, such as obesity, heart
disease, and diabetes.

Social Impacts

Parks are gathering spaces that catalyze social cohesion and provide a place
for residents to interact with others in a natural environment. According to
the International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health in their



2019 publication The Relationship between Social Cohesion and Urban Green
Space: An Avenue for Health Promotion by Viniece Jennings and Omoshalewa
Bamkole, “Social cohesion, a key construct used to characterize the social
environment, has been defined in many ways, yet it often refers to interpersonal
dynamics and/or collective efforts that may be used to assess quality of life.
Social cohesion can also involve feelings of trust, belonging, acceptance, and
connectedness which often relate to positive social interactions®.” In the
absence of social cohesion, residents may experience a decline in interpersonal
relationships and a perceived lack of community support.

Economic Impacts

Parks offer a variety of economic benefits, ranging from increased property
values and tax revenues to a boost in tourism spending and business attraction
and retention. According to the 2020 NRPA Park Pulse Poll The Economic
Benefits Found in Park and Recreation Investments, "94 percent of adults
responding to the March 2020 NRPA Park Pulse poll expressed support for

their local government investing in infrastructure improvements that promote
economic activity in their community®.” Without parks and open space, the Town
of Whiteland is missing out on the opportunity to improve their local economy
and spur future development.

The Town of Whiteland has a deficit in all classifications of parks as defined
by the 1993 NRPA guidelines, including Mini-Parks, Neighborhood Parks,
Community Parks, and Regional/Metropolitan Parks.

The Town of Whiteland's only park, the K-9 Vader Bark Park, falls under the
Neighborhood Park classification and is a total of 1.5 acres. This leaves a deficit
of 3.2to 7.7 acres. Since the Town has only one park, its parks and recreation
system is naturally deficient in the other park classification categories.

Over the next five years, the Town of Whiteland has a projected population
growth of over 50%. As the demand for local parks and recreation grows, it is
essential that the Town of Whiteland expands its parks and recreation facilities
and program offerings to serve current and future residents.

NRPA PARK METRICS

To get a better understanding of how Whiteland's current parks and recreation
system stacks up against peer agencies, the Town completed the Agency
Performance Survey in NRPA Park Metrics. The NRPA Park Metricsis a
comprehensive source of benchmarks and insights designed to help parks and
recreation agencies manage and plan their operating resources and capital
facilities®.

1983 NRPA Classifications

RECOMMENDED TOTAL NUMBER SUM OF TOTAL
CLASSIFICATION GUID